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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
"Bethlehem Lutheran School

works with parents 

to guide their children

in gaining wisdom, 

pursuing virtue, 

and developing skills for life

 with God, neighbors, and self 

in this world 

and in the world to come.."
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As a student of 

Bethlehem Lutheran School I will:

Love, Serve, and Honor God
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so walk in him,so walk in him,    

rooted and built up in himrooted and built up in him  
and established in the faith,and established in the faith,  

just as you were taught,just as you were taught,  
abounding in thanksgiving.abounding in thanksgiving.  

Colossians 2:6-7Colossians 2:6-7
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Rev. Anthony Dodgers – Headmaster, Teacher Grades 7-8          pastordodgers@blcsossian.org
 Mr. Peter J. Meyer – Teacher Grades 5-6                                     pmeyer@blcsossian.org
Mrs. Nancy DeFrain - Teacher Grades 3 -4                                ndefrain@blcsossian.org 

Mrs. Anabelle Demalija– Teacher Grades 1-2                              ademalija@blcsossian.org         
Mrs. Anastasia Loest – Teacher Kindergarten                           aloest@blcsossian.org

Mrs. Heidi Kleppinger – Administrative Assistant                      bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
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GOD AT WORK IN HISTORY
 
      “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” And in October, we remember his discovery of the
Americas with Columbus Day. However, in recent years, some people have proposed an
alternative holiday: Indigenous (Native) Peoples Day. It’s argued that we should not celebrate the
European conquest of the New World because they stole the land, and mistreated, enslaved, and
killed the native people. So are Columbus and the other explorers heroes or villains?
       In 7&8th grade history, we’ve studied Columbus, and we’ve learned that history is usually
complicated. Whenever there are two sides to a human conflict, you can find heroes and villains
on both sides. It’s true, grievous wrongs were done. On the other hand, the Queen of Spain and
many European missionaries opposed the slave trade and believed all people belonged to one
human race created by God. Plus, the discovery of the Americas led to the creation of one of the
most prosperous and free societies the world has ever known.  
      When studying history, it’s not so much our job to judge but to learn how people thought and
try to see the world through their eyes. Sometimes we might even find out that our modern
ideas are in the wrong and we should be corrected by those who came before us. The blessing
of history is that we are not limited only to the wisdom of our day but can benefit from
thousands of years of human thought and activity.  
      Most importantly, as Christians, we study history with the understanding of a fallen world in
desperate need of a Savior. Until Jesus returns, there will always be conflict between sinners.
Yet, we know that Christ’s holy blood was shed to cover all of human history in a cleansing
flood. We can be honest about the sins of our forefathers, regardless of ethnicity or religion,
without being so quick to condemn, for we know the human frailty in them and in ourselves.
We can also give thanks to God for the good things that were accomplished even alongside acts
of evil. Through all our human adventures and achievements, and in spite of 
all our sinful errors and tragedies, we 
know that God is at work for His own 
good purposes. One day, He will bring our
 history to a glorious and happy ending.
 
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Dodgers

A Message From 
Our Headmaster



Help us to promote our school and get a tuition credit at the same time!
The Bethlehem Board of Education is offering a $200 tuition credit to any

Bethlehem school family who refers a student to Bethlehem. That student will

need to be enrolled for at least one school year. There is no limit on number of

referrals to be eligible for this credit.

For more information, please contact the school office.

Our Washington D.C. group appreciates your continued support.

Please continue to save your newspapers, catalogs, magazines, junk mail, old phone books,

office/ school papers and hard/soft cover books. Along with cereal type boxes. 

(NO COROGATED CARDBOARD)

Bring your recycled paper to school and dispose of it in our "PaperGator" 

located right next to the trash dumpster in the front parking area of the school.

Weather permitting the students will be going outside for
recess time. 

Please have your child dress appropriately for the weather.  
Temperatures below 60 degree wind chill will require a jacket or

winter coat. 
Potential delays and cancellations for Bethlehem will follow

the same as Northern Wells Community Schools.

SCHOOL CREDIT

WASHINGTON D.C. GROUP

PTL Committee
Erin Schumm- President

Katy Haiflich – Vice President
Laura Nahrwold – Treasurer

Josh Boehm – Secretary

Board of Christian Education Members
Jeff Holtzclaw – Chairman

Brandon Schumm – Vice Chairman
Darren Patrick – Secretary

Nathan Householder - Sunday School
Jacob Meyer – Athletic Director
Aaron Anthony – Technology 



To redeem Box Top products, you will need to download the

Box Tops app on your phone and then scan each receipt that

contains your Box Tops products. KEEP ON SCANNING!

Shop at Kroger and help Bethlehem Lutheran School’s tuition Assistance Fund

 With the Kroger Community Rewards Program.

Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com, be sure to have your Kroger Plus

card handy and register your card with Bethlehem Lutheran School as your

organization for the reward.

The NPO number for Bethlehem is WG595#.

If you don't have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer service desk.

Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use the phone number that

is related to their registered card when shopping for each purchase to count.

FUNDRAISING

Please be sure to check out our new scrip order sheet attached to this
newsletter. Physical cards from local vendors and more are now available for

order. Ordering dates are set to reduce shipping costs. 
For questions or placing an order contact Jill Holtzclaw 260-301-1965,

current PTL representative.

With Gradelink you can stay updated on your child's academic progress at school and get information on
upcoming assignments such as assignment descriptions and due dates. 
The following information is available to you when you log in to Gradelink:

Current Grade in each class
Current GPA for the term, if applicable
Descriptions, Grades, and Teacher Comments for graded assignments
Descriptions and Due Dates for upcoming assignments
Assignment handouts or documents (attachments)
Email Alerts you can configure for grades and attendance Information
Transcript Information, if applicable
Billing Information, online payment for tuition and lunch fees

To access this information go to www.gradelink.com and click on the green Log In button.

Please call the school office if you need any help logging in. 

As you purchase SCRIP you will also accumulate a percentage of profit to be applied to your child's
tuition.   NEW: The School receives 10% back when you shop at Ginger Fresh.

Thank you to the church congregation and school families for supporting the Scrip Program!



OCTOBER 3, 2026
6:00 P.M.

STAUFFER FARMS
3584 NW STATE ROAD 116-90 MARKLE, IN  46777

HAYRIDES, BARREL RIDES, BOUNCE HOUSES, STRAW TOWER,
POTATO SACK RACES, TUG-OF-WAR, SAVENGER HUNT,

PUMPKIN PAINTING ....AND MORE!

FESTIVAL
Fall

Bethlehem Lutheran School 

DELICIOUS FOOD PROVIDED BY THE BETHLEHEM PTL
Loaded Baked Potato Bar, Fresh Apple Cider, Popcorn



As the 2026–27 volleyball season
comes to a close, we celebrate

everything the team
accomplished together. 

Each player worked incredibly
hard, showing dedication,

perseverance, and teamwork
through every practice and

match. 
Their growth and commitment

made this a season to be proud of.
Special thanks to our team

captains:
Emma Campbell (7th grade)

and 
Bailey Meyer (8th grade). 

Keep practicing and hope to see
you all back next year!

With Tiger Pride, 
Coach Brittany

Coach Katy 

A reminder to please turn your uniforms into
the school office



Our God has given so much to us! 
One way that we worship Him is by giving back a portion of His gifts  to Him and to His Church. 

As you are able please bring an Offering for Chapel on Wednesdays.

Students may place their offerings in the offering plate 

as they come into chapel every Wednesday.

Chapel

Monday-, Tuesday,
Thursday
9:45 AM

CHAPEL TIMES

Friday
2:30 PM

OCTOBER
Birthday and Baptism 

Wednesday
10:00 AM

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS
October 

8  Vincent Schummth

19  Anthony Tolsonth

 

BIRTHDAYS
October

10  Maisie Partickth

11  Alex Fuhrmannth

19  Anthony Tolsonth

22  Avery Geigernd

23  Gabriella Campbellrd

25  Evelyn Wannerth

 

Please join us!

Chapel Offering - 1st Quarter ending Oct.9th
Over the past few years, we have collected offerings to
help support church worker students. We've adopted

men and women who are preparing to serve as pastors,
deaconesses, and church musicians. This year we are

supporting Jenna Oberly who is studying to serve as a
Lutheran School Teacher. Please read her article and
support her as you are able through chapel offerings.

We currently have $179.20 of our $300 goal.



Along with our weekly chapel offerings, we will be collecting different items:

October 12–30                                Canned Goods             150 cans

November 2–13                             Personal Hygiene         50 items

November 16–December 4          Boxed Food                 100 items

December 7–18                             Paper Products 
                                                               & Snacks                 100 items

Chapel Project
Chapel Offering Project for 2nd Quarter: 

October 12- December 18
Collection for the Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op

The Fort Wayne Seminary is beginning to build a new home for their
Food & Clothing Co-op which helps students and families with their

needs. They currently have the opportunity to match donations dollar for
dollar. Please consider giving to this project that supports future

servants of the church.

Pictures of the
 future facility



Ossian Days Parade



LITERACY TIGER
Autumn reads are abundant in the school
library. Students can find cozy mysteries,
Reformation resources, historical fiction
novels, and many other options to enjoy on
a rainy fall afternoon. 

We are thankful for our Bethlehem Library,
and for continued support that allows us to
grow. We are in the process of adding many
new books acquired through generous
donations and credits from our spring book
fair. We will not be hosting a book fair this
fall - but do plan to once again offer a
StoryGlory book fair in the spring!

Whether your reading choices are new or
old, we hope all of our Bethlehem families
take time to make reading part of your
family routine. We are here to work with
parents in guiding children, and this
includes their reading choices. Feel free to
contact the librarians or teachers at any
time if you have concerns or requests about
your child’s library selections. You can reach
us through our Library Ladies profile on
Class Dojo, or email library@blcsossian.org. 

Happy Reading!

Your librarians, 
Jennifer Bultemeier
DoRena Wirgau

Gathering Leaves

BY ROBERT FROST

Spades take up leaves
No better than spoons,
And bags full of leaves
Are light as balloons.

 
I make a great noise

Of rustling all day
Like rabbit and deer

Running away.
 

But the mountains I raise
Elude my embrace,

Flowing over my arms
And into my face.

 
I may load and unload

Again and again
Till I fill the whole shed,
And what have I then?

 
Next to nothing for weight,
And since they grew duller
From contact with earth,
Next to nothing for color.

 
Next to nothing for use,

But a crop is a crop,
And who’s to say where
The harvest shall stop?



Bethlehem Lutheran School Library Policies 

Library Purpose 

The purpose of the library is to supplement classroom learning and provide motivation for 

reading enjoyment. Visiting the school library helps students learn the basics of library use and 

etiquette. 

Circulation Policies 

Kindergarten

1st – 8  Grade th

Lost or Damaged Books 
Parents will be notified when a book is overdue. If an overdue item is not returned within four 
weeks after parents are notified (or by the library deadline at the end of the school year) the 
item will be considered lost and a replacement fee will be charged. A handling fee of $5 will be 
added to the cost of book replacement. 

Librarians should be notified of any damage that occurs to a library book. If a damaged item
needs to be replaced due to inappropriate handling or accident (i.e. water damage), a replacement
fee may be charged. A handling fee of $5 will be added to the cost of book replacement. 

students may have a maximum of one book checked out, loaned for one week. 

students may have a maximum of two books checked out, loaned for two weeks. 

Books may be renewed a maximum of two times. If a book is not returned after two renewals 
(ie, three weeks for Kindergarten students, six weeks for other students), fines will accrue at a
rate of $0.25 per item per week. Books must be present in the library to be renewed. 

Due dates and maximum checkout exceptions may be made for book reports, research reports,
and other classroom assignments, at the discretion of teachers and/or librarians. 

Bethlehem Lutheran School 
Library Policies









B e t h l e h e m  S w i s s  S t e a k  D i n n e r  
C h r i s t m a s  S i p  &  S h o p  M a r k e t   

Ve n d o r  s i g n - u p s  
     A l o n g  w i t h  o u r  a n n u a l  S w i s s  S t e a k
D i n n e r,  w e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h o s t i n g  o u r  f i r s t
C h r i s t m a s  S i p  &  S h o p  M a r ke t  o n  S u n d a y,
N o v e m b e r  1 s t  w i t h  s e r v i n g  D i n e  i n  o r  C a r r y
o u t  f r o m  1 1 - 1 : 3 0  p . m .  S h o p p i n g  1 0 : 3 0 -2 : 0 0
p . m . We  a r e  i n v i t i n g  c r a f t e r s ,  m a ke r s ,  a n d
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  j o i n  u s  a s  v e n d o r s  fo r
t h i s  fe s t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t .  B o o t h s  a r e  1 0
x 1 0 ,  a n d  v e n d o r s  m u s t  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n
t a b l e .  S p e c i a l  r a t e s  fo r  B e t h l e h e m
m e m b e r s :  $ 1 0  fo r  a  b o o t h ,  o r  $ 2 5  fo r  t h e
c o m m u n i t y.  Ve n d o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a n  b e
fo u n d  o n  o u r  c h u r c h ʼs  w e b s i t e ,
b l c s o s s i a n . o r g  u n d e r  t h e  c h u r c h  t a b .  
     We  a r e  a l s o  a s k i n g  fo r  2  m e m b e r s  t o
d o n a t e  a  T h r i v e n t  c a r d  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e
e v e n t s  ex p e n s e s .  P l e a s e  t ex t  o r  c a l l  E r i n
S c h u m m  a t  2 6 0 - 4 3 7 - 3 7 1 7  i f  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o
c o n t r i b u t e .  

B e t h l e h e m  S w i s s  S t e a k  D i n n e r  
C h r i s t m a s  S i p  &  S h o p  M a r k e t   
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D i n n e r,  w e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h o s t i n g  o u r  f i r s t
C h r i s t m a s  S i p  &  S h o p  M a r ke t  o n  S u n d a y,
N o v e m b e r  1 s t  w i t h  s e r v i n g  D i n e  i n  o r  C a r r y
o u t  f r o m  1 1 - 1 : 3 0  p . m .  S h o p p i n g  1 0 : 3 0 -2 : 0 0
p . m . We  a r e  i n v i t i n g  c r a f t e r s ,  m a ke r s ,  a n d
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  j o i n  u s  a s  v e n d o r s  fo r
t h i s  fe s t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t .  B o o t h s  a r e  1 0
x 1 0 ,  a n d  v e n d o r s  m u s t  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n
t a b l e .  S p e c i a l  r a t e s  fo r  B e t h l e h e m
m e m b e r s :  $ 1 0  fo r  a  b o o t h ,  o r  $ 2 5  fo r  t h e
c o m m u n i t y.  Ve n d o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a n  b e
fo u n d  o n  o u r  c h u r c h ’s  w e b s i t e ,
b l c s o s s i a n . o r g  u n d e r  t h e  c h u r c h  t a b .  
     We  a r e  a l s o  a s k i n g  fo r  2  m e m b e r s  t o
d o n a t e  a  T h r i v e n t  c a r d  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e
e v e n t s  ex p e n s e s .  P l e a s e  t ex t  o r  c a l l  E r i n
S c h u m m  a t  2 6 0 - 4 3 7 - 3 7 1 7  i f  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o
c o n t r i b u t e .  

Christmas at Bethlehem
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