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Opening Hymn #797 Praise the Almighty
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1 Praise the Al - might - y, my soul, a - dore Him!
2 Trust not in rul - ers; they are but mor - tal;
3 Bless -ed, oh, bless - ed are they for - ev - er
4Pen - i - tent sin - ners, for mer - cy cry - ing,
A5 Praise, all you peo - ple, the name so  ho - ly
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Yes, I will laud Him un - til death; With songs and
Earth - born they are and soon de - cay. Vain are their
Whose help is from the Lord Most High, @ Whom from sal-
Par - don and peace from Him ob - tain; Ev - er the
of Him who does such won-drous things! All that has
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an - thems I come be - fore Him As long as
coun - sels at life’s last  por - tal, When the dark
va - tion can noth - ing sev - er, And who in
wants of the poor sup - ply - ing, Their faith - ful
be - ing, to  praise Him sole - ly, With hap - py
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He al - lows me breath. From Him my life and
grave en - gulfs its prey. Since mor - tals can no
hope to Christ draw nigh. To all who  trust in
God He will re - main. He helps His chil - dren
heart its a - men sings. Chil - dren  of God, with
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all things came; Bless, O my soul, His ho - 1ly name.
help af - ford, Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.
Him, our Lord Will aid and coun - sel now af - ford.
in dis - tress, The wid-ows and the fa - ther - less.
an - gel host Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - 1ly Ghost!
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Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial

Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675-1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866-1949, alt.
Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, 1665, Ansbach
Text and tune: Public domain



Invocation
(P)
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In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~I Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Introit (sung responsively)
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Give peace, O Lord, to those who | wait for you,*
and let your prophets be proven | faithful.
Hear the prayer of your | servants,*
according to the blessing of Aaron upon your | people.
I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”
For the sake of the house of the | LORD our God,*
I will | seek your good.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*



Kyrie

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Give peace, O Lord, to those who | wait for you,*
and let your prophets be proven | faithful.
Hear the prayer of your | servants,*

according to the blessing of Aaron upon your | people.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house

and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:

You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.



For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutatiohn and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P] Letus pray.
O God, because without You we are not able to please You, mercifully grant that Your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 10:12-21
Circumcise Your Heart

12¢ And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul, '3and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am
commanding you today for your good? “Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. '>Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers
and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. '°Circumcise
therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. '’For the LORD your God is God of
gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no
bribe. '8He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him



food and clothing. "Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
20You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you
shall swear. 2'He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying
things that your eyes have seen.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 122:1,7

I was glad when they | said to me,*

“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Peace be with- | in your walls*

and security within your | towers!

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Greeting
"Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,
2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving
41 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in

Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—9%even as
the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 3who will sustain you to the end, guiltless
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia %nd Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 22:34-46

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.



Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

The Great Commandment

3*When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.
35And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3*“Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?” 3’And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 3*This is the great and first
commandment. 3*And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. “*On these
two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

4INow while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, *’saying,
“What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.”
“3He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,

44%“The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’?
43If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” “°And no one was able to answer him a word,
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures



and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day #694 Thee Will | Love, My Strength, My Tower
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1 Thee will I love, my strength, my tow - er; Thee will I
2 Thee will I love, my life, my Sav - ior, Who art my
31 thank Thee, Je - sus, Sun from heav - en, Whose ra-diance
4 0 keep me watch-ful, then, and hum - ble; Per - mit me
5 Thee will I love, my crown of glad - ness; Thee will I
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love, my hope, my joy. Thee will I love with all my
best and tru - est friend. Thee will I love and praise for -
hath brought light to me; I thank Thee, who hast rich - ly
nev - er - more to stray., Up - hold me when my feet would
love, my God and Lord, A - mid the dark-est depths of
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pow - er, With ar - dor time shall ne’er de-stroy. Thee will I
ev - er, For nev - er shall Thy kind-ness end. Thee will 1
giv - en All that could make me glad and free; I thank Thee
stum - ble, And keep me on the nar-row way. Fill all my

sad - ness, And not for hope of high re-ward,

For Thine own
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love, O Light di - vine, So long as life is mine.
love with all my heart— Thou my Re - deem - er art!
that my soul is healed By what Thy lips re - vealed
na - ture with Thy light, O Ra - diance strong and bright!
sake, O Light di - vine, So long as life is mine



Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Prayer of the Church
Those in need of strength and healing
LaNora Palmateer (grandmother of DoRena Wirgan)
Tyler and Emma (friends of the Demaljja’s)
Liucas Reish (friend of Autumn Fisher)
Linda Trammel (grandmother of Ron Trammel)
Sharolyn Stoppenhagen (wife of Lan Stoppenhagen)
James DeFrain, Kenneth Werling, Denny Nahrwold
Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Lonison)
Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunbam)
Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank)
Hazel Krengfee (granddanghter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)
Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister)
For the continued efforts of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)
We pray for our expectant mothers: Mariel Kleppinger, Nicole Meyer, Sierra Patrick,
Relly (Meyer) Warnimont

We pray for our members shut-in:
Sandy Avey (Ossian Healtheare)
Marilyn Meyer (Kingston)
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care)
Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life 1/illage)
Martha Banermeister (Astral in Auburn)
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers

We pray for all military personnel

Offering

Offertory
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-

va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament pg. 160
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

oJ
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It is
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins. Furthermore, the communicants as
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith. Those desiring to receive the
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the

Pastor before the service.

Distribution Hymns
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#632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
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10 Je - sus, bless - ed Lord, to Thee My heart - felt
2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say:  What wealth is
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thanks for - ev - er be, Who hast so lov - ing -
come to me this day! My Sav - ior dwells with-
i Qﬁ PR— — T T - — T |
=== ——
ly be - stowed On me  Thy bod-y and Thy blood.
in my heart: How blessed am I! How good  Thou art!
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851-1928
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
#633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts  tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu ia!

Christ  the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - lu ia!
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu ia!

Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - lu ia!

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6  Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain



#696 O GAOd’ My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith-ful God, True foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Grant me the strength to do With read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words That lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 Lord, let me win my foes With kind-ly words and ac - tions,
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With - out whom noth-ing is, All per-fect gifts be-stow - ing:

What - ev - er You com-mand, My call-ing here ful - fill - ing;
Guard me lest i - dle speech May from my lips be fall - ing;
And let me find good friends For coun-sel and cor-rec - tion.
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Give me a health-y frame, And may I have with - in
That I do what I should While trust - ing You to  bless
But when with -in my place I must and ought to speak,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
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con-science free from blame,
The out-come for my good,
Then to my words give grace
And by Your Spir-it’s might

Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever;
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.

And on that final day
When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,
My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,
Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice
With those who love Your name.

A

soul un - stained by sin.
For You must give suc - cess.
Lest I of - fend the weak.
To live in peace with all.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain



#706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living
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1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - ing faith - ful
2 Love is pa-tient and for-bear-ing, Clothed in Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev -er, Faint - ing not when
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hearts in one; Love in Christ is true and giv-ing.
mil - i - ty, Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,
ills at - tend; Love, for - giv-ing and for - giv - en,
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May His will in us be done.
Reach - ing out in char - i - ty.
Shall en - dure un - til life’s end.

Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932-2024
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Benediction

and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

#919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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1 A-bide, O dear-est Je - sus, A - mong us with Your grace
2 A-bide, O dear Re-deem - er, A - mong us with Your Word,
3 A - bide with heav’n-ly bright - ness A - mong us, pre-cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings A - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
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That Sa - tan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place.
And thus now and here - af - ter True peace and joy  af - ford.

Your truth di-rect and keep
Let us

us

From er - ror’s gloom -y

night.

in graceand wis-dom Grow dai - ly through Your Word.



5 Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

6  Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.
Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name

of our Lotd Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books located in each of

the church foyers. If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an elder, then please take a

moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and give it to an elder or drop it in

the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce yourself to the Pastor and to others in
attendance and feel free to worship with us again. Thank youl!

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121.
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream
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IN HIS SERVICE

Preaching / Celebrant Rev. Anthony Dodgers

Vicar Sem. Erik Preus
Fieldworkers Sem. Nolan Wolf, Sem. Alex Loest
Deaconess Wendy Boehm
Head Elder Steve Conrad
Elders on Duty Andrew Stoppenhagen and Dan Springer
Kantor Richard Brinkley
Organist Emilie Meyer
Acolytes Lucas Haiflich and Jonah Bultemeier
Altar Guild Chairman Deann Oliver and Denise Schumm
Jr. Altar Guild Assistants Gianna Wirgau, Maisie Patrick
Ushers Travis Avey, Aaron Anthony, Preston Graham

Peyton Laley, Gavin Laley, Kyle Patrick

Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )

260-273-7595

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
Bethlehem Lutheran School
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm

Website for Church and School: www.blcsossian.org

260-597-7121
260-597-7366
616-648-6489
260-705-4105
260-415-8526

TODAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.

NO

10:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.
NO

5:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11-1:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m
11:30 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

Divine Setvice with Holy Communion

Adult Bible Class and Sunday School
Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)

WOB Blanket Sewing (school art room)

Ladies Bible Study

Wholyfit
Handbell Choir Practice

Chapel Service
Spoken Divine Service

Adult Choir Practice

Wholyfit
Ladies Bible Study

WOB Movie Night (Fellowship Hall)

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Adult Bible Class and Sunday School
Pork Chop Carry out — Gym Kitchen
Board of Elders Meeting

Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)

Youth Group
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PASTORS CALENDAR - Pastor Wirgau will be gone this morning attending to his duties as a
Circuit Visitor. Feel free to contact him if you have any special needs. Thank you.

THE FLOWERS ADORNING THE ALTAR this morning, have been given to the glory of God
in grateful remembrance of Bruce Thorpe’s birthday from wife Diana Thorpe.

LWML SUNDAY —-TODAY October 4" —The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is
dedicated to supporting missions and spreading the Gospel through service, prayer and financial
grants. The Bethlehem LWML ladies will be serving delicious breakfast items during Bible Class and
will be collecting “Mites” (small offerings) turning them into powerful blessings around the world.
Blankets made by our sewing committee are on display in the sanctuary. Those blankets will be given
to residents in need and also families expetiencing a homeless crisis. May the Lord grant us
supportive hearts and allow us to support these efforts that go forth in His name.

Vicar Prens will be speaking during the Bible Class hour.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18®

PUBLIC CIRCUIT FORUM to be held at St. John Lutheran Church, Bingen on October 18 at
2:00p.m. All are welcome to attend.

PORK CHOP DINNER fundraiser. Sunday, October 11th at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. This
will be a drive thru only with pick up from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Proceeds will benefit the Northern
Wells/Ossian Food Pantry and the Women of Bethlehem project fund. Cost is $15.00 per

dinner. Includes: Pork Chop, cheesy potatoes, green beans and a roll. To preorder your dinners
contact: Pat Meyer at 260-227-0400 ot email at spmeyer82@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR THIS EVENT: Please see the sign up sheets
available in the north hallway. Thank you

Please join us for a Pride & Prejudice Themed Movie Event! Hosted by Women of Bethlehem
and Leaf & Lore, Ossian on Friday, October 9% in the Fellowship Hall. The event admission
includes Teatime Treats and Tea Service, Goodie Bag, Activities and Prizes. Our Feature Film is
showing of the 2005 Feature Film starring Keira Knightley and Matthew Macfadyen. Come dressed
in your best Regency-themed outfit and enjoy a grand evening! Doors open at 6:00 p.m., with the
event beginning at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $21 and available online on the Leaf & Lore Facebook page
for ticket info.

ALL SAINTS DAY INSERT - In remembrance and thanksgiving for all the saints who, having
finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors, we would like to have a special

"All Saint's Day" memortial on Sunday, November 1st. If you have a loved one you would like to add,
please contact Deaconess Boehm or the church office with their name(s) by October 28th. There will
be a special bulletin insert and those who have passed away in the last year will have their name read
during the prayers. Please consider sharing in this special remembrance.
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SENIOR DINNER — New Hope Lutheran Church is again offering a Senior Dinner on October
15t beginning at 11:30 a.m. Guest speaker will be Ed Rahn discussing railroad safety. Free will
donation will be accepted. To RSVP call 260-622-7954 or 260-223-4830.

Bethlehem Swiss Steak Dinner — Christmas Sip & Shop Market - Vendor sign-ups

Along with our annual Swiss Steak Dinner, we will also be hosting our first Christmas Sip & Shop
Market on Sunday, November 15t with serving Dine in or Carry out from 11-1:30 p.m. Shopping
from 10:30-2:00 p.m. We are inviting crafters, makers, and small businesses to join us as vendors for
this festive community event. Booths are 10 x10, and vendors must bring their own table. Special
rates for Bethlehem members: $10 for a booth, or $25 for the community. Vendor registration can
be found on our church’s website, blcsossian.org under the church tab. We are also asking for 2
members to donate a Thrivent card to help support the events expenses. Please text or call Erin
Schumm at 260-437-3717 if you are able to contribute.

INVITATION - St. Peter Lutheran (Fuelling) Church is going to hold their 1815t anniversary
church dinner on October 11t from 10-12:30 p.m. Dinner includes: Swiss Steak / Chicken Breast,
Baked Potato, Green Beans, Dinner roll, Dessert- Adults $12.00 and Children 12 and under $6.00.
Dine in or Drive thru.

SCRIP — Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering dates
posted on the bulletin board. For questions or for placing an order, please contact Jill
Holtzclaw 260-301-1965 our current PTL representative.

IMPROVEMENT FUNDS NEEDED - We have two major projects starting up: replacing a
failed HVAC unit and replacing the roof on the parsonage. These necessary repairs will use
nearly all of the funds currently in our Improvement Fund. We humbly ask you to prayerfully
consider giving above your usual contribution to help offset these expenses. Every gift, no
matter what the amount, will make a difference in maintaining our church property and supporting
our church family. Thank you for your prayers, generosity, and continued support!

Offering Sept. 27, 2026 Financial Report

Average weekly need 314,000 Home Fund Balance $30,465.55

Home Fund Env.  $7,152.03 Next week’s bills due: $15,000
Synod Bills due two weeks: $5,000
Loose 372.00 Savings Account Balance $101,390.59
Scholarship Fund Borrowed from Savings: $18,613.75
Sunday School Special Project Fund $85,572.51
Improvement Fund  2,100.00 Operating Loan Balance $0.00
Endowment Fund Total available to borrow $30,000
Music Fund

Organ Fund Church Attendance

Relief Fund 200.00 Sunday 184/141

Total $9.,824.03 Wednesday 15/11



Bethlehem Lutheran Church

DRIVE - THRU
Pork Chop Dinner
6514 E. 750 N. Ossian
Sunday, Oct. 11th
llam—1 pm
Cost: $15.00

Dinner includes:

TO PREORDER YOUR DINNERS CONTACT:

Pat Meyer 260-227-0400 - spmeyer82@gmail.com
Cheryl Louison 260-414-5526 - clouison@ymail.com

CASH OR CHECKS ONLY MADE PAYABLE TO
WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM

Proceeds Benefit Northern Wells/Ossian Food Pantry
and Women of Bethlehem Project Fund




The House of Daily Bread

A Guids for Daily Meditation and Prayer following
The Eizhteanth Sundzy after Trinity

The Pharisees ask a Law question. Jesus asks a
Gospel question. The Pharisees seek to test Jesus in
His own words. Jesus seeks to “test” them in the saving
reality of who He is as the Messiah (Matt. 22:34-46).
The Law requires you to “fear the LORD your God, to
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul” and
to “love the sojouner’ (Deut. 10:12-21). Failure to keep
the Law perfectly brings judgment. On the other hand,
the Gospel brings the grace of God given by Jesus
Christ, that you may be blameless in the day of His
return (1 Cor. 1:1-8). Jesus is David's Son yet David's
Lord, true God and true man. He is Love incarnate who
fulfilled all the demands of God’s Law on our behalf, that
we might be saved from the Law’s condemnation and
T g ttified in the Gospel's forgiveness. Thereby we see

.t "God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” {1 Cor.
1.9).




The Order of Meditation and Prayer
Pray and confess cut loud az much from the order of meditation and prayer
vou are able, or az vour family zize and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the verze, catechizm, and bymn of the week.

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Hymn of the Week: “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower" L3B #694
Recite the Ten Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed (LSEB pg. 264)

The Catechism:

What does God say about all these commandmenis?

What does God say about all these commandments?He says: “I, the
Lord, vour God, am a jealons God, punishing the children for the
sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who
hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who
love Me and keep My commandments.” Exodus 20:5-6

What does thiz mean?

God threatens to punish all who break these commandments.
Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything against
them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep
these commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in
Him and gladly do what He commands.

What is James 2:107
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
guilty of all of it. James 2:10



Psalm Ps. 34 and/or the appointed daily Psalms listen below.

Daily | Sun| Mon. Tuesz. Wed. Thu Fri. | Sat.

Psalm

AN | 128, 131,132 133 137,138 140,141 (144 | 147

PAL 127 | 133,134 136 139 142 143 [ 145 | 145
Daily Bible Reading

Mon. John 12:1-11 - Jesuz Iz Ancinted at Bethany
Deuteronomy 3:1-21

Tues. John 12:12-26 - Palm Sunday
Deuteronomy 3:22-6:9

Wed. John 12:27-41 - The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up
Deuteronomy 6:10-23

Thu. John 14:1-14 - Jezus Iz the Way to the Father
Deutercnomy 7:1-19
Fn. John 19:1-24 - Jezus Iz Crucified
Deuteronomy 8:1-20
Sat. Look ahead to Sunday 5 Readings
Prayers
Collzct of the Day

O God, becapse without You we are not able to please You, mercifully
grant that Your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rele our hearts;
through Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit. one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes For Frayer
Sunday: For the foy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith
nourished by the Word and the Sacramenis.



Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Bapiism; for ones

calling and daily work; for the unemploved: for the ralvation and

well-being of owr neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for

good goverrnment and for peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against tempiation and evil; for the addicted

and despairing, the tortured and eppressed: for those struggling with sin

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents

and children live in ordered harmony according o the Word of God; for

pavenis wha must raise children alons; for owr commumities and

neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deaconssses,

and other church workers, for missionaries and for all who serve the

Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed Sacrament of Chrizst s

body and blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross af owr Lord Jesus Christ and

Jor the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the

persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness fo the end; for the renewal of those who are

withering in the fhith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds

to Gods Word on the Lord ' Day; for pastors and peaple as they prepare

to administer and receive Christs holy gifis.

In our Prayers this week: Strength and healing: LaNora, Tvler, Emma,

Lucas, Linda, Sharolyn, Denny, James, Kenneth, Jenny, Dean, Grace,

Hazel, Brandon, Sandra; Expectant mothers: Mariel, Nicols, Sierra,

Kelly; Homebound: Marilyn, Marilyn, Donald Martha, and Sandy.
Lord's Prayer and Moming or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

(LSE pg. 266)

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring vs to everlasting

life. Amen

Lookang forward to Sunday Moming: Ninsteenth Sunday After Trinity

Old Testament: Genesis 28:10-17; Epistle: Ephesians 4:22.28

Gospel: Matthew 9:1-8; Hymns: 716, 708, 634, 636, 611, T48_ 685
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LWML Sunday — Blankets made by our Bethlehem Ladies Blanket Committee are on
display this today as you enter the sanctuary.



