
Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
6514 E 750 N Ossian, IN  46777 

A congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Divine Service Three 

August 30, 2026 
Vol. 128-40 



Opening Hymn #851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 184 
Introit (spoken responsively)  

 

Have regard for the covenant, | [O Lord];* 

 let not the downtrodden turn | back in shame. 

Arise, O God, de- | fend your cause;* 

 do not forget the clamor | of your foes. 

O God, why do you cast us off for- | ever?* 

 Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your | pasture? 

Remember your congre- | gation,* 

 which you have pur- | chased of old, 

which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your | heritage!* 

 Remember Mount Zion, where | you have dwelt. 

Do not forget the life of your poor for- | ever.* 

 Let the poor and needy | praise your name. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



Have regard for the covenant, | [O Lord];* 

 let not the downtrodden turn | back in shame. 

Arise, O God, de- | fend your cause;* 

 do not forget the clamor | of your foes. 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and charity; and that 

we may obtain what You have promised, make us love what You have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading 2 Chronicles 28:8–15 
 8The men of Israel took captive 200,000 of their relatives, women, sons, and daughters. 

They also took much spoil from them and brought the spoil to Samaria. 9But a prophet of the LORD 

was there, whose name was Oded, and he went out to meet the army that came to Samaria and said 

to them, “Behold, because the LORD, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them 

into your hand, but you have killed them in a rage that has reached up to heaven. 10And now you 



intend to subjugate the people of Judah and Jerusalem, male and female, as your slaves. Have you 

not sins of your own against the LORD your God? 11Now hear me, and send back the captives from 

your relatives whom you have taken, for the fierce wrath of the LORD is upon you.” 

 12Certain chiefs also of the men of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son 

of Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against those 

who were coming from the war 13and said to them, “You shall not bring the captives in here, for you 

propose to bring upon us guilt against the LORD in addition to our present sins and guilt. For our 

guilt is already great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.” 14So the armed men left the captives 

and the spoil before the princes and all the assembly. 15And the men who have been mentioned by 

name rose and took the captives, and with the spoil they clothed all who were naked among them. 

They clothed them, gave them sandals, provided them with food and drink, and anointed them, and 

carrying all the feeble among them on donkeys, they brought them to their kinsfolk at Jericho, the 

city of palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  

You are the God who works | wonders;* 

 you have made known your might among the | peoples. 

You with your arm redeemed your | people,* 

 the children of Jacob and | Joseph. 

 

Epistle Galatians 3:15–22 
The Law and the Promise 

 15To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or 

adds to it once it has been ratified. 16Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. 

It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” 

who is Christ. 17This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a 

covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. 18For if the inheritance comes 

by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 

 19Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should 

come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 

intermediary. 20Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one. 

 21Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been 

given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22But the Scripture 

imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those 

who believe. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 10:23–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 23Turning to the disciples [Jesus] said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you 

see! 24For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see 

it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 25And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27And 

he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You 

have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

 29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus 

replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who 

stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was 

going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a 

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, 

as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34He went 

to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal 

and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii 

and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I 

will repay you when I come back.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a 

neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 

And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 



     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me 

 



 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: Norman Cocker, 1889–1953 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  



Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Those in need of strength and healing  
     Duane “Duey” Aman (cousin of Loren Dathe) 
     Linda Trammel (Ron Trammels mother)     
     Peter Meyer, Sharolyn Stoppenhagen (wife of Ian Stoppenhagen) 
     Gail Werling, Alie Newnum,  
     Denny Nahrwold, Ralph Bauermeister 
     James DeFrain, Kenneth Werling  
     Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Louison) 
     Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunham) 
     Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank) 
     Hazel Krenzke (granddaughter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)   
     Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
We pray for our expectant mothers:   Mariel Kleppinger, Nicole Meyer, Sierra Patrick,  
                                                                          Abigail (Springer) Mayer, Kelly (Meyer) Warnimont 
We pray for our members shut-in: 
     Sandy Avey (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers 
We pray for all military personnel   

Service of the Sacrament pg. 194 
Preface 

 

 
  

 

 



  

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 

Distribution Hymns #621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

#622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 



 

 

 

 
 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 

    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 



And, truly grieving for our sins, 

    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

    In holiness increasing. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessèd comfort unto me 

    When living and when dying. 
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#845 Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 

 

 
 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 

    We are in Him made one. 

 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 

His family embraces all 

    Whose Father is the same. 



Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

#559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Schäffer-Belustigung . . . Hirthen-Lieder, 1653, Altdorf 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  



 
 

Salutation 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus 

 
  

 
 

Benediction 

 

 

 
  

 
 



Closing Hymn #685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching / Celebrant Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Vicar Sem. Erik Preus 
Fieldworker                                              Sem. Nolan Wolf 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Steve Conrad 
Elders on Duty Steve Conrad and Jeff Gresley 
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Acolytes Volunteers 
Altar Guild Chairman  Deann Oliver and Denise Schumm 
Ushers                       Josh Boehm, Ed Black, Aspen Fisher, Brandon Schumm 
 Don Schueler, Graham Stoppenhagen, Coty Newnum, Jason Rekeweg 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY                         9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                      10:30 a.m.     Family Bible Class  
             11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
WEDNESDAY            10:00 a.m.    Chapel Service  
      7:00 p.m.     Spoken Divine Service    
SUNDAY              9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                          NO           Family Bible Class  
                                      11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 
 

WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name  
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books located in each of 
the church foyers.  If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an elder, then please take a 
moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and give it to an elder or drop it in 
the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to others in  

attendance and feel free to worship with us again. Thank you! 
 

PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK THE FELLOWSHIP HALL KITCHEN FOR DISHES 
LEFT FROM PREVIOUS FUNERALS OR EVENTS   

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                       260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                               260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers     616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                    260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                 260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian
mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


CATECHISIS  CLASS Pastor Wirgau is considering offering another midweek catechism class at 
Bethlehem. If you or someone you know is interested, (either as an introduction or review) please 
contact him. Class schedule will be Wednesday afternoons or evenings beginning September 16th if 
enough interest is shown. 
 
Church Council is still looking for a couple more volunteers to serve on the Long-term 
Planning Committee.  If interested, please contact Neil Stoppenhagen.  Thank you  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – Teachers will be installed on Sunday, September 13th with a Sunday School 
Student “Rally Day” event held after the church service.  More details to come! 
Bethlehem Rally Day – Sunday School Kick-Off  -Sunday, September 13 | Rally Day 
Join us as we kick off a new year of Sunday School with Sunday School Trivia and a potluck!  
New this year: Our Nursery Class (birth–age 2) will be a parent/child class. 

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE. Pulled pork, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided. 
Sunday School teachers will be installed—come meet your teacher! 

 
FALL LADIES BIBLE STUDY: APOLOGETICS - This 5 week study will help to equip 
participants with the knowledge they need to confidently defend their faith. Topics include: What Is 
Apologetics?; Jesus; Trusting God and His Word; Beginnings; and Christian Life. The first week’s 
study will be held on September 14th at 2:00 p.m. or Thursday, September 17th at 7:00 p.m.  If you are 
interested in participating, contact Deaconess Wendy Boehm.  
 
Visual Faith Workshops Return!  Our Visual Faith Workshops begin again on Tuesday, 
September 8 from 6–8 PM in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll meet on the second Tuesday of each 
month to explore a different Scripture-focused practice that helps us slow down, reflect, and enjoy 
meaningful time in God’s Word. No artistic experience needed — just come as you are and enjoy a 
welcoming space to learn, create, and connect. Please register at blcsossian.org/visual-faith-
ministry. Questions? Contact Deann Oliver at 616-894-0144. 
 
WholyFit Begins September 14!  Join us for WholyFit — a gentle, faith-based movement class 
focused on stretching, strengthening, and meditating on God’s Word. Mondays & Tuesdays • 6:00–
6:45 PM • Music Room (downstairs) All fitness levels welcome. Dress comfortably, bring water and 
an exercise mat. Questions? Contact Deann Oliver at 616-894-0144. 

 

Book Club – The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer & 
Annie Barrows  Join us for this year’s book club & the book selection for One Book One 
County from the Wells County Public Library! The program encourages the community to read the 
same book and participate in related events. Book Club Discussion: November 7 at 8:00 a.m. 
at Crimson House in Ossian. One Book One County events begin September 1! 
 
SCRIP  –  Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering dates 
posted on the bulletin board.  For questions or for placing an order, please contact Jill 
Holtzclaw 260-301-1965 our current PTL representative. 

http://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry
http://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry


The Friends of Wyneken will host an Oktoberfest at the Wyneken House on Saturday, September 
26 from 5-9 PM.  There will be German and American food and beverages, a silent auction, live 
music by the duo String Theory and tours of the historic Wyneken House.  Tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 at the door.  Additional information can be found on the Friends of Wyneken 
Facebook page or by calling/texting (260) 437-0420.  The Wyneken House is located at 11730 NW 
Winchester Road, Decatur, Indiana. 
 
RIGHT TO LIFE BANQUET- October 12th, 2026. Doors open at 5:00 pm with the program 
starting at 6:30 pm. The guest speaker will be former White House Press Secretary and host of 
Saturday in America on Fox News, Kayleigh McEnany.  Tickets include parking fee and dinner. Cash 
bar is available. Individual tickets are $50. Sponsors for half tables ($200) and full tables ($400) are so 
appreciated!  A sign-up sheet will be available today after service. Don't hesitate to get in touch with 
Melissa Tolson by text (260)417-4898) or email (mltolson2017@gmail.com) if you would like to sign 
up to attend or sponsor a half/full table. Payment is due when signing up. Last day to sign up will be 
Sunday, September 20, 2026. 
 
Shrine of Christ's Passion- October 17th, day trip to St. John's, IN. Walk the way to the cross with 
life sized statues of Jesus and those who saw Him on that last journey. There are golf carts available 
to use there. We would leave in the morning, plan on bringing a lunch with you, and get dinner as a 
group on the way home. There is no cost of admission, just pitch in for gas and dinner. If you have 
any questions or would like to reserve a spot, please email Lynae.laley@gmail.com or call at (260) 
413-4891. Please let us know by October 3rd so we can set up transportation and reserve golf carts if 
needed.  

SAVE THE DATE!  A Red Cross Blood Drive has been scheduled for Sunday, September 
20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  in the Family Life Center at Zion, Friedheim.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Wava Lichtle (260-701-4360) or Dale Heckman (260-437-4424 

Offering August 24, 2026                          Financial Report       
 Average weekly need $14,000            Home Fund Balance  $9,660.06 

Home Fund Env.      $9,547.22              Next week’s bills due: $5,000 

Synod                                        Bills due two weeks:  $15,000 

Loose             500.00            Savings Account Balance $97,544.00 

Scholarship Fund                    Borrowed from Savings: $33,790.49 

Sunday School                                Special Project Fund    $92,375.16 

Improvement Fund       Operating Loan Balance $0.00 

Endowment Fund     1,000.00                          Total available to borrow $30,000 

Organ Fund       

Music Fund    Church Attendance    

Funeral Taping              20.00           Sunday          173/132 

Total        $11,067.22                   Wednesday      25/21 
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