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Opening Hymn #856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852–1930 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 



P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 184 
Introit (sung responsively)  

 

Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

O you who have | been my help,* 

 forsake me not, O God of my sal- | vation! 

The LORD is my light and my sal- | vation;* 

 whom | shall I fear? 

Teach me your way, | O LORD,* 

 and lead me on a level path because of my | enemies. 

Give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries;* 

 for false witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe out | violence. 

Wait | for the LORD;* 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait | for the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

O you who have | been my help,* 

 forsake me not, O God of my sal- | vation! 

 



Kyrie 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, You have prepared for those who love You good things that surpass all 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love toward You that we, loving You above all 

things, may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 19:11–21 
 11[The Lord] said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the 

LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before 

the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was 

not in the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after 

the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and 

went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of 



hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 

your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 
15And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you 

arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint 

to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet 

in your place. 17And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the 

one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand 

in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with 

twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his 

cloak upon him. 20And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 

mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to 

you?” 21And he returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and 

boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose 

and went after Elijah and assisted him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 84:9, 8 

Behold our shield, | O God;* 

 look on the face of your a- | nointed! 

O LORD God of hosts, | hear my prayer;* 

 give ear, O God of | Jacob! 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 3:8–15 
 8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a 

humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to 

this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10For “Whoever desires to love life and see 

good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11let him turn away 

from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do 

evil.” 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should 

suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in 

your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 



Holy Gospel Luke 5:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on [Jesus] to hear the word of God, he 

was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he 

asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 
4And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your 

nets for a catch.” 5And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your 

word I will let down the nets.” 6And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, 

and their nets were breaking. 7They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 

them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter 

saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9For 

he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10and so also 

were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 11And when they had brought their 

boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 

 

 

 



 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  
      Peter Meyer (foot surgery) 
      Peggy Goede (recovery from surgery)  Susan Stump (sister of Peggy Goede) 
     Sharolyn Stoppenhagen (wife of Ian Stoppenhagen) 
     Gail Werling, Alie Newnum,  
     Denny Nahrwold, Ron Whitesel, Ralph Bauermeister 
     Rev. Raymond and Abigail Doubrava and unborn child  (New Hope pastor) 
     James DeFrain, Kenneth Werling  
     Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Louison) 



     Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunham) 
     Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank) 
     Hazel Krenzke (granddaughter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)   
     Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
In Time of Sorrow:  Family of Ruth Witte (funeral was on July 3rd) 
                                  Family of Norwin Bauermeister (funeral was on July 2) 
Birthday Blessing:   Rev. Donald Lutz   (celebrating his 98th birthday) 
We pray for our expectant mothers:   Reese Springer, Lillyan Laley, Jessica Schumm,                                                                          
                                                                   Kristin Gresley, Mariel Kleppinger 
We pray for our members shut-in: 
     Sandy Avey (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers    
We pray for all military personnel   
 

Service of the Sacrament pg. 194 
Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 



Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 
Distribution Hymns #629 What Is This Bread 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 



#630 Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; tr. The Hymnal 1940 
Tune: Chants ordinaires de l’Office Divin, Paris, 1881 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

#750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 

 



 

 

 
 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 

    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 

That he whose hopes meet no denial 

    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 

And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

 

6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 

To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 

    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought 

Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



#826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2, 4): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (st. 3): unknown, alt. 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 



Salutation 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus 

 
  

 
 

Benediction 

 

 

 
  

 
 



 
Closing Hymn #718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name  
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books located in each of 
the church foyers.  If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an elder, then please take a 
moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and give it to an elder or drop it in 
the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to others in  

attendance and feel free to worship with us again. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching  / Celebrant Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Vicar Sem. Erik Preus 
Fieldworkers                                             Sem. Brandon Streeks, Sem. Nolan Wolf 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Bruce Werling 
Elders on Duty Bruce Werling and Mike Schumm 
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Acolytes Volunteers 
Altar Guild Chairman  Deann Oliver and Denise Schumm 
Ushers                       Jared Meyer, Cale Schumm, Nathan Meyer 
 Grant Scheumann, Adam Lambert, Evan Springer  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TODAY                         9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                         NO            Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
                                      11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
WEDNESDAY            7:00 p.m.     Spoken Divine Service    
SUNDAY              9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
              Installation of Vicar Eric Preus  
                                         NO            Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
                                      11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 

 
Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 

bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                       260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                               260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers     616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                    260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                 260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian
mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


THE FLOWERS PLACED UNDER THE HYMN BOARD  this morning have been given to 
the Glory of God and birthday blessings for Donald Lutz celebrating 98 years old.  
 
CARD SHOWER – Please help us to shower Rev. Donald Lutz with birthday blessings as he 
celebrates his 98th birthday on July 6th. His address is 6723 S Anthony Blvd, Apt S313, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46816 
 
DOOR OFFERING – In appreciation for his service to Bethlehem this last year as our Vicar, we 
would like to take a door offering on Sunday, July 12th for Seminarian Charles McLain.   
 
PLEASE WELCOME Seminarian Erik Preus as our newly assigned Vicar.  He will be officially 
installed during the Divine Service on Sunday, July 12th.  The Women of Bethlehem will be hosting a 
welcome reception for Vicar Preus and his family in the Fellowship Hall following that Sunday’s 
Divine Service.  Please join us.   
Attention Women of Bethlehem – We are requesting donations for a variety of baked 
items!! Breads, cookies, cakes, pastries, brownies to serve at the welcome reception 
following the service on July 12. Please contact Emily 260-750-6232 or Lisa 260-750-6042 
to make arrangements for drop off. 
 
LOOKING FOR SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS-We have two new teachers in our school! We are 
excited to welcome Mrs. Anabelle Demalija in our 1st & 2nd Grade Classroom and also Miss 
Anastasia Brown (soon to be Mrs. Loest this July!) in our Kindergarten Classroom. As these women 
are brand new to teaching, we want to make sure they have plenty of support, so we are looking for 
some volunteers to help both in and out of the classrooms. If you are happy to work with kids, we 
could use your assistance in 1st & 2nd Grade. If you would prefer to help behind the scenes (making 
copies, prepping supplies), we could use your help with any of our teachers. Please contact Pastor 
Dodgers if you are interested in helping or have any questions.  
 
DC Trip Fundraiser - Chicken Dinner & Kona Ice  -  Please help support our next trip to 
Washington DC in 2028. Come get Andy's Knockout Chicken Dinners on Sunday, July 26 from 
10:30am to 2:30pm. We will be selling and serving at the White Rock Barn on Highway 1. Kona Ice 
will also be there so you can get something cold and refreshing! Presale tickets for chicken dinners 
can be purchased from Katie Haiflich after church. Thanks for your support to our Bethlehem 
students! 
 
CHURCH AND SCHOOL CUSTODIAL BIDS are now being accepted.  Please submit your bid 
for the 2026-2027 school year to our Head Trustee, Jay Werling.   
 
MARK YOU CALENDAR – The Women of Bethlehem will be hosting another “Painting Event” 
on Saturday, July 25th from 1-3. More information and a sign-up sheet will be coming soon.   
 
SUMMER PROJECTS - Rescheduled - The green laminated flooring in the church foyers will be 
replaced July 6-8. Please refrain foot traffic during these dates.  



PAVILION & SIDEWALK PROJECT – Bethlehem Church & School has been awarded a 
matching capital grant for $42,554.00 from The Lutheran Foundation for the construction of a new 
pavilion adjacent to the playground area, a new sidewalk along the east side of the church, the 
replacement of existing sidewalk between the church & parsonage, and replacement of sidewalks at 
the parsonage. The work will occur during the summer and/or early fall timeframe. 
ALUMINUM CANS – The new DC Group will be continuing their can collection.  Please be sure 
that ALL of your aluminum cans are brought to the school receptacle at the north end by the gym.  
We will temporarily be storing them in the church garage.  If you need help with large amounts or 
questions, please contact Jeff Holtzclaw.   
SCRIP  –  Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering dates 
posted on the bulletin board.  For questions or for placing an order, please contact Jill 
Holtzclaw 260-301-1965 our current PTL representative. 

Offering June 28, 2026                          Financial Report       
  Average weekly need $14,000            Home Fund Balance  $30,253.64 

Home Fund Env.        $7,670.77              Next week’s bills due: $5,000 

Synod                              200.00         Bills due two weeks:  $15,000 

Loose                371.50            Savings Account Balance $61,499.54      

Scholarship Fund                    Borrowed from Savings: $27,986.95  

Sunday School                                Special Project Fund    $42,554.00 

Improvement Fund       Operating Loan Balance $30,000 

Endowment Fund                                Borrowed from Op Loan  $0.00 

Organ Fund      

Music Fund                        Church Attendance    

Copier Donation             10.00   Sunday    152/120 

             Total            $8,252.27    Wednesday  18/16 

 
Here is the monthly report for the Bethlehem Lutheran School Endowment Fund by the 

Lutheran Foundation.  The following information is accurate as of May 31, 2026: 

$381,427.82 - Amount Bethlehem sent in since 2009 

  238,283.00 - Amount the Lutheran Foundation matched 

  450,224.74 - Amount generated since 2009 

 -179,500.00 - Amount disbursed to Bethlehem since 2009 

$890,435.56 - Value of the Endowment Fund as of May 31, 2026 

 

Dr. David Nahrwold Fund 

$ 90,078.93 - Amount sent in since November 2024 

   15,742.99 - Amount generated since November 2024 

  -10,000.00 - Amount disbursed to Bethlehem since 2024 

$ 95,821.92 - Value of Dr. David Nahrwold Fund as of May 31, 2026 

 

Library Fund 

$5,000.00 - Amount sent in since March 2026 

     267.92- Amount generated since March 2026 

$5,267,92 - Value of the Library Fund as of May 31, 2026 



 



        

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


