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Processional Hymn #506 Glory Be to God the Father 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Tune: Walter G. Whinfield, 1865–1919 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word pg. 151 
 

Introit (sung responsively)  

 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.* 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us. 

O | LORD, our Lord,* 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the | heavens.* 

 Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have es- | tablished strength. 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your | fingers,* 

 the moon and the stars, which you have | set in place, 

what is man that you are mind- | ful of him,* 

 and the son of man that you | care for him? 

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings* 

 and crowned him with glory and | honor. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.* 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 



 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the 

eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of 

the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for 

You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 6:1–7 
 1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 

and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with 

two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to 

another and said:“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was 

filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 

dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken 

with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; 

your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  

Blessèd are You, O Lord, who be- | holds the deep,* 

 and who dwells between the | cherubim. 

Blessèd are You, O Lord, in the firmament of | heaven,* 

 and greatly to be praised for- | ever. 

 

Epistle Romans 11:33–36 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has 

been his counselor?”35“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 
36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for 

no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, 

I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to 

him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 

and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 

comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the 

teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we 

speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 

testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 

tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 



Athanasian Creed 
C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the 

persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the 

glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one 

Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit 

almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct 

person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say 

that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor 

begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy 

Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than 

another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all 

things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be 

worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is 

man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 



perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to 

His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption 

of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from 

the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, 

from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account 

concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done 

evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be 

saved. 

 

Hymn of the Day #498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 

 

 

 
 
5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, 

No evil can with us abide. 

 



6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 

 

D 7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
  

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  
     Denny Nahrwold, Ron Whitesel 
     Rev. Raymond and Abigail Doubrava and unborn child  (New Hope pastor) 
     Ralph Bauermeister, Donna Schumm 
     Joyce Schaper 
     Amelia Phillips, James DeFrain, Kenneth Werling  
     Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Louison) 
     Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunham) 
     Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank) 
     Hazel Krenzke (granddaughter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)   
     Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
We pray for our expectant mothers:   Reese Springer, Lillyan Laley, Jessica Schumm, Shelby Todd,  
                                                                               Kristin Gresley, Mariel Kleppinger 
We pray for our members shut-in: 
     Sandy Avey (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Norwin and Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers    
We pray for all military personnel   

 

 

Offering 
 



Offertory 
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Preface 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 



in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 

Distribution Hymns #619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 



 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

Tune: Public domain 

 

#504 Father Most Holy 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867–1936, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1681, Paris 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#505 Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546, based on 15th-cent. German litany; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



#941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934, alt. 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 



#954 We All Believe in One True God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Latin, 14th cent., adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 



Benediction 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn #507 Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching    Vicar Charles McLain 
Celebrant Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Fieldworkers                                             Sem. Brandon Streeks, Sem. Nolan Wolf 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Bruce Werling 
Elders on Duty Ted Schumm and Andrew Stoppenhagen 
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Organist Emilie Meyer 
Acolytes Hunter Householder, Matthew Rekeweg 
Crucifer Jonah Bultemeier 
Altar Guild Chairman  Deann Oliver and Denise Schumm 
Ushers                       Travis Avey, Jeff Gresley, Dean Scheumann 
 Peyton Laley, Gavin Laley, Kyle Patrick, Aaron Anthony  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY                         9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                        NO             Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
                                      11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
WEDNESDAY            7:00 p.m.     Spoken Divine Service    
SUNDAY              9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                                    “Graduation Sunday” 
                                         NO            Adult Bible Class and Sunday School   
                                      11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 

 
Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 

bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                       260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                               260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers     616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                    260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                 260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian
mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name  
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books located in each of 
the church foyers.  If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an elder, then please take a 
moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and give it to an elder or drop it in 
the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to others in  

attendance and feel free to worship with us again. Thank you! 
 
PASTOR’S CALENDAR – Pastor Wirgau will be taking vacation time May 29-31.  If pastoral care 
is needed during this time, please contact our Head Elder, Mr. Bruce Werling. 
 
CARD SHOWER – Please help us to shower Arthur Behning with birthday blessings as he 
celebrates his 94th birthday on June 9th. His address is 4306 W 1100 N, Markle, IN 46770. 
 
LWML Mite Boxes- Just a reminder that mite boxes can be found by the church bulletins in the 
church entrance. These mite boxes (for small offerings) are used to support mission outreach, church 
worker scholarships, and humanitarian aid projects. When a mite box is filled, it can be dropped off 
in the LWML slot in the church office. Thank you! 
 

2026 GRADUATE RECOGNITION will be held on Sunday, June 7th-  We would like 
to recognize our Bethlehem Lutheran School 8th grade graduates and all of our member 2026 
High School and College graduates with a special bulletin insert.  Please submit students’ 
names, any special awards, and their future plans to bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or to 
the church office. 
 
SCHOOL ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE - Thank you so much to everyone who 
contributed towards our endowment. We are very happy and grateful that we were able to meet our 
match of $14,900. Your gifts help support our congregation and school in many ways and they make 
our endowment grow even more. Meeting the match also qualifies us for a grant that covers many of 
the costs for our school. Thank you and may God continue to bless us in our work for His children.  
 
BETHLEHEM VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – The theme for this year’s VBS is “Created in 
Christ”.  Dates are June 8-11th from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Closing ceremony will be held in the 
church sanctuary on Thursday, June 11th at 6:30 pm.   Registration forms and donation tags are still 
available on the table in the north hallway.  For questions, please contact Deaconess Boehm.  
 
Rummage Sale:  Saint Peter Immanuel Lutheran School is having a Rummage Sale in the school's 
gymnasium- 3845 E 1100 N Decatur, IN 46733- on Friday June 5th from 8:00am-5:00pm and 
Saturday June 6th from 8:00am-NOON. Saturday will be the bag sale day; $2.00 each paper grocery 
bag or $5.00 per 13 gallon garbage bag (bags are provided). 
 
SCRIP  –  Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering dates 
posted on the bulletin board.  For questions or for placing an order, please contact Jill 
Holtzclaw 260-301-1965 our current PTL representative. 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com


 

     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering May 24, 2026                          Financial Report       
  Average weekly need $14,000            Home Fund Balance  $35,066.51 

Home Fund Env.          $8,450.65              Next week’s bills due: $15,000 

Synod                                270.00       Bills due two weeks:  $5,000 

Loose                  249.50       Savings Account Balance $43,721.70 

Scholarship Fund                    Borrowed from Savings: $50,421.53       

Sunday School                                Operating Loan Balance $30,000 

Improvement Fund                   Borrowed from Op Loan  $0.00 

Endowment Fund          3,950.00          

Organ Fund                         Church Attendance    

Music Fund Mem.                 Sunday     125/105 

Siberian Mission           1,236.00    Wednesday         15/13 

 Total             $14,156.15   

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 



 



 


