
Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
6514 E 750 N Ossian, IN  46777 

A congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
“Reminiscere” 

Divine Service – Setting Three 
March 1, 2026 

Vol. 128-14 



Opening Hymn #713 From God Can Nothing Move Me 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Praise God with acclamation 

    And in His gifts rejoice. 

Each day finds its vocation 

    Responding to His voice. 

    Soon years on earth are past; 

But time we spend expressing 

The love of God brings blessing 

    That will forever last! 

 

6 Yet even though I suffer 

    The world’s unpleasantness, 

And though the days grow rougher 

    And bring me great distress, 

    That day of bliss divine, 

Which knows no end or measure, 

And Christ, who is my pleasure, 

    Forever shall be mine. 

 



D 7 For thus the Father willed it, 

    Who fashioned us from clay; 

And His own Son fulfilled it 

    And brought eternal day. 

    The Spirit now has come, 

To us true faith has given; 

He leads us home to heaven. 

    O praise the Three in One! 
Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; (sts. 1–2, 6): tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921–2001, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5): tr. Gregory J. 
Wismar, 1946; (st. 7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959 
Tune: Recueil de plusieurs chansons, 1557, Lyons, alt. 
Text (sts. 1–2, 6): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; (sts. 3–5, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 184 
 



Introit (sung responsively with the choir)  

 
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his | troubles. 

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 

 according to your steadfast love remember me,                                                                               

    for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD! 

Good and upright | is the LORD;* 

 therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 

For your name’s sake, | O LORD,* 

 pardon my guilt, for | it is great. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 

Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his | troubles. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  



 
  

P O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us 

from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may 

assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 32:22–32 
 22The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 

everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the 

breaking of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip 

socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for 

the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to 

him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then 

Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And 

there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God 

face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 

limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the 

thigh that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the 

thigh.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Response  “All Praise to God who Reigns Above”  
 

Epistle Romans 5:1–5 
 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Tract Psalm 106:1–4 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 

Who can utter the mighty deeds | of the LORD,* 

 or declare | all his praise? 

Blessèd are they who observe | justice,* 

 who do righteousness | at all times! 

Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your | people;* 

 help me when you | save them. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, 

a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his 

disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He 

answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s 

bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done 

for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 

 

 

 



 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory  (sung by the choir) 
  

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  
     Darlene Jester (sister of Melissa Tolson), Jerry Springer (cancer) 
     Amelia Phillips, James DeFrain, Kenneth Werling  
     Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Louison) 
     Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunham) 
     Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank) 
     Hazel Krenzke (granddaughter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)   
     Brittany (Conrad) Clausius  
    Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
We pray for our expectant mothers     Hannah Stuckwisch,  Makena Graham,  Kaitlin (Meyer) Blair                               
                           Reese Springer, Lillyan Laley, Jessica Schumm, Shelby Todd, Grace (Stoppenhagen) Mandeville 
We pray for our members shut-in: 
     Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Norwin and Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers   
We pray for all military personnel   

 

 



Service of the Sacrament pg. 194 
Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 

Distribution Hymns #629 What Is This Bread 

 



 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

#630 Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling 

 

 



 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; tr. The Hymnal 1940 
Tune: Chants ordinaires de l’Office Divin, Paris, 1881 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

#770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



#779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care 

 

 
 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



Salutation 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus 

 
  

 
 

Benediction 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn #693 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace 

 



 

 

 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851–1929, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the  
name of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books  
located in each of the church foyers.  If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an  
elder, then please take a moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and  
give it to an elder or drop it in the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce 
yourself  to the Pastor and to others in attendance and feel free to worship with us again.  
Thank you! 

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 

                https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian


IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching / Celebrant Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Vicar Sem. Charles McLain  
Fieldworker Sem. Brandon Streeks 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Bruce Werling 
Elders on Duty Bruce Meyer and Steve Conrad 
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Choir Bethlehem Junior Choir 
Acolytes JT Holtzclaw and Lucas Werling 
Altar Guild Chairman  Deann Oliver and Denise Schumm 
Ushers                      Jared Meyer, Cale Schumm, Nathan Meyer 
 Grant Scheumann, Adam Lambert, Evan Springer  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY                         9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                      10:30 a.m.    Adult Bible Class or Sunday School   
                                      11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
MONDAY                    2:00 p.m.     WOB Bible Study           
              5:30 p.m.    Wholyfit  (downstairs music room)     
        NO          Handbell Choir Practice 
WEDNESDAY           10:00 a.m.    Chapel Service  
                                   5-5:30 p.m.     Confession and Absolution         
                                       5:30 p.m.     Adult Catechesis Class 
                                       6:00 p.m.     Lenten Supper  
                                       7:00 p.m.    Divine Service  
                                           Adult Choir Practice 
THURSDAY                 5:30 p.m.    Wholyfit (downstairs music room) 
                                       6:30 p.m.    WOB Bible Study 
SATURDAY            WOB Craft for a Cause Event (all day in the school gym) 
SUNDAY              9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                     10:30 a.m.     Adult Bible Class – Sunday School 
                                     11:30 a.m.     Board of Elders Meeting  
                                     11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)  
 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                       260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                               260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers     616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                    260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                 260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org 

mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


PASTORS CALENDAR - Pastor Wirgau will be gone this morning attending to his duties as a 
Circuit Visitor. Feel free to contact him if you have any needs. Thank you. 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES FOR THE SEASON OF LENT – Please join us for Evening Prayer 
with Holy Communion on Wednesday evenings beginning at 7:00 pm.  Also, feel free to attend the 
morning Chapel Services at 10:00 am.  The Bethlehem Youth and parents will be serving a Lenten Dinner 
beginning at 6:00pm. and the meal for Wednesday, March 4th Chicken sandwiches, mac and cheese, veggies, cookies. 
     
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION - As in years past, for all the Wednesdays 
of Lent Pastor will be available for Individual Confession and Absolution (LSB page 292) from 5:00-
5:30 in the sanctuary of Bethlehem for those who would desire this as part of the Lenten devotions. 
As with the rite of Confession and Absolution that begins each of our Sunday services, the rite for 
individuals is yet another opportunity for us to confess our sins and receive forgiveness from Christ 
through the pastor. Every sin does not need to be listed nor do any particular sins need to be named. 
But for those sins "which we know and feel in our hearts" (Small Catechism) this is a wonderful 
opportunity to hear and receive the comforting forgiveness of Christ. Pastor will never speak of the 
sins confessed as he vowed in his ordination. He is happy to familiarize you with the rite either 
before Wednesday or when you come in. He is also available at other times by appointment. If you 
have questions, reach out to him. 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS are once again available for anyone to pick up.  The 
illustrations were designed by our Bethlehem school students. Thank you to Pastor Wirgau, 
Deaconess Boehm and Vicar McClain for all your hard work.   
 
EASTER FLOWER ORDERS – The Bethlehem Altar Guild is once again taking orders for Easter 
flowers.  Please see the inserted order form for a list of flowers, colors and cost.  Orders are due by 
March 8th and can be turned into the church office.  Thank you  
 
THANK YOU to everyone who supported the Super Bowl Sub Sandwich fundraiser.  We were able 
to donate over $1,100 to the Scholarship Fund.   
 
TODAY - Sunday March 1 - Women of Bethlehem movie and dinner: All ladies are invited to 
see "I Can Only Imagine 2" at ABC Cinema 130 W. Monroe Decatur. Show time is 4:30. Afterwards, 
dinner at El Camino 1401 Winchester Rd. Decatur. Purchase your movie ticket for $5 at the theater. 
Dinner will be individual orders from the menu. Questions? Want to carpool? Contact Lynae Laley 
260-413-4891 
 
Visual Faith Workshop | Tuesday, March 10 from 6-8pm  Join us for Around the Word, a 
practice where we focus on a passage of Scripture in different Bible translations and apply it to our 
lives today. We will also be creating Easter faith mail to share with friends and family.  RSVP 
at https://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry/ or contact Deann Oliver  at 616-894-0144 
 
 

https://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry/


St.John Bingen annual Dan’s Fish and Tenderloin Dinner – Sunday, March 15th, 10:30-1:00 pm, 
at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School.  Adults $15.00; Children (6-12) $10.00, 5 & under free.  All 
proceeds go to the HVAC Fund.  Drive thru and carry out available.   
 
SCRIP  –  Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering dates 
posted on the bulletin board. Next order date will be March 15th.  For questions or for placing an 
order, please contact Jill Holtzclaw 260-301-1965 our current PTL representative. 
 

Offering February 22, 2026                          Financial Report       
  Average weekly need $14,000            Home Fund Balance  $43,154.93 

Home Fund Env.        $7,181.61               Next week’s bills due: $5,000 

Synod                                          Bills due two weeks:  $15,000 

Loose                532.25  Savings Account Balance $58,179.23 

Scholarship Fund                 Borrowed from Savings: $14,983.81        

      Super Bowl Subs  1,189.00   Operating Loan Balance $30,000 

Sunday School                  5.01        Borrowed from Op Loan  $0.00 

Improvement Fund                         

Endowment Fund                  

Organ Fund              

Music Fund               Church Attendance    

Midweek Env.             1,062.00   Last Sunday  175/144 

Midweek Loose             271.00   Wednesday     87/61 

            Total            $10,240.87   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 


