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Processional Hymn #396 Arise and Shine in Splendor 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Opitz, 1597–1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899–1987, alt. 
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450–1517 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 



punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 151 
Introit  

 

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,* 

 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand. 

Give the king your justice, | O God,* 

 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 

May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 

 and your poor with | justice! 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him | tribute;* 

 may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts! 

May all kings fall down be- | fore him,* 

 all nations | serve him! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,* 

 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 



 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the 

Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your 

divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

 and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

 they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

 your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual Isaiah 60:6b, 1 

Those from She- | ba shall come.* 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense,                                                                         

and shall bring good news, the praises | of the LORD. 

Arise, shine, for your | light has come,* 

 and the glory of the LORD has risen up- | on you. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 3:1–12 
 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming 

that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you 

can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men 

in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This 

mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the 

gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very 

least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 

who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal 

purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence through our faith in him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  

 
  



 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard 

this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of 

Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 

and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After 

listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose 

went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, 

they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 

his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 

gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 



     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  
     Terry Werling (nephew of Doyle Werling and Jean Anderson) 
     Brianne Graft (daughter inlaw of Kim and Gina)  
     Joel Chancellor (DoRena’s uncle), Heather Hawke (DoRena’s cousin) 
     Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Louison),  Kenneth Werling,  James DeFrain 
     Megan Dunham,  Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunham) 
     Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank with brain tumor) 
     Lisa Imbody (Layne Fisher’s sister)  



     Hazel Krenzke (granddaughter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)   
     Brittany (Conrad) Clausius  
     Elaine Scallon (cousin of Loren Dathe battling cancer) 
     Carla Wiederhold (cousin of Otto Clausen battling cancer) 
     Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
We pray for our expectant mothers     Hannah Stuckwisch,  Makena Graham  
                                                  Kaitlin (Meyer) Blair, Reese Springer, Lillyan Laley 
We pray for our members shut-in: 
     Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Norwin and Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers 
We pray for all military personnel   
 
Offering 

 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Service of the Sacrament pg. 190 
Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 
 



Distribution Hymns #400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 
Tune: James P. Harding, 1850–1911, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#402 The Only Son from Heaven 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500–1535; (sts. 1–3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



#398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#879 Stay with Us 

 



 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: Walter L. Pelz, 1926 
Text and tune: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

Benediction 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn #397 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

 



 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name  
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books located in each of 
the church foyers.  If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an elder, then please take a 
moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and give it to an elder or drop it in 
the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to others in  
attendance and feel free to worship with us again. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching  Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Celebrant Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Vicar Sem. Charles McLain 
Fieldworker Sem. Brandon Streeks 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Bruce Werling 
Elders on Duty   Bruce Werling and Mike Schumm  
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Acolytes Jude Wirgau and Hunter Householder 
Crucifer Hunter Householder  
Altar Guild Chairman  Cheryl Louison and Deann Oliver 
Ushers                       Todd Ottinger, Ethan Ottinger, Landon Geiger 
 Jay Werling, Chad Dunham, Collin Laley, Kaden Laley, Ron Trammel 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY                         9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                       NO          Adult Bible Class or Sunday School   
                                      10:30 a.m.    Board of Elders Meeting 
                                      11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
MONDAY                       First Day Back to School  
                                        5:00 p.m.   Girls vs Zion Lutheran (HOME) 
                                        6:00 p.m.   Boys vs Zion Lutheran (HOME)          
                                        7:00 p.m.   Handbell Choir Practice 
WEDNESDAY           10:00 a.m.   Chapel Service         
                                       5:30 p.m.    Catechesis Class  
                                       7:00 p.m.  Spoken Divine Service  
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.   Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                     10:30 a.m.    Adult Bible Class – Sunday School  
                                     11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)                    
  

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                 260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                                      260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers   616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                   260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                  260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian
mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


WIDOWS GROUP EVENT – The next Widows Group will be on Sunday, January 11th at 
noon.  We will be having an Epiphany potluck in the fellowship hall with card games 
afterwards.  Contact Gail Werling for more information.   
 
VISUAL FAITH MINISTRY WORKSHOP | TUES, JAN 13 from 6-8pm 
Join us as we explore the practice of Scripture Scribing. Create an accordion tag book to 
record verses about living in Christ. All supplies are provided but feel free to bring your 
favorite adhesive, paper trimmer and beverage. Please RSVP by Jan 9 to reserve your spot!  
https://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry  or Contact Deann Oliver 616-894-0144 
 
Aluminum Can Recycling Collection-  The Washington DC group would like to remind 
everyone that we are looking for “pop can” style cans only for collection purposes.  We are 
starting to find trash and glass in the recycling bin here at church which slows the sorting 
process down.  If anyone has any questions, please contact Jay Werling or Jason 
Rekeweg.  Thanks to everyone for your continued support. 
 

Folk Dancing - Sunday, February 8th from 3:00 to 4:30 pm in the school gym. 
Adults and children are invited to attend.  No experience is required.  Instructions will be 
given before each dance.  Admission: $1 per person or $5 per family.  For questions contact 
Kantor Brinkley.  Please join us for this fun event! 
 
SCRIP  –  Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering 
dates posted on the bulletin board.  For questions or for placing an order, please contact 
Jill Holtzclaw 260-301-1965 our current PTL representative. 
 
 
Offering December 28, 2025                         Financial Report       
  Average weekly need $14,000             Home Fund Balance  $40,577.31 

Home Fund Env.        $9,081.61                     Next week’s bills due:  $5,000 

Synod                                70.00            Bills due two weeks:  $15,000 

Loose                670.36    Savings Account Balance $20,440.22 

Scholarship Fund                   Borrowed from Savings: $42,880        

Sunday School                  7.25      Operating Loan Balance $30,000  

Improvement Fund         220.00              Borrowed from Op Loan  $0.00 

Endowment Fund                  

Organ Fund          10.00     Church Attendance 

Memorial                 50.00    Sunday 166/121 

Christmas Eve              2,162.19    New Year’s Eve 43/32 

Christmas Day             2,993.25    

               Total          $15,264.66     
 

https://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


