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Processional Hymn #399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 



therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 151 
 

Introit (sung responsively)  

 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

 in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
  

 

 



  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with Your will that our 



lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:15–17 

15Thus says the LORD: 

“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; 

 she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

 because they are no more.” 

16Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep your voice from weeping, 

 and your eyes from tears, 

for there is a reward for your work, 

declares the LORD, 

 and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
17There is hope for your future, 

declares the LORD, 

 and your children shall come back to their own country.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  

Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the | wicked.* 

 For you, O Lord, | are my hope. 

Upon you have I leaned from be- | fore my birth;* 

 you are he who took me from my | mother’s womb. 

My mouth is filled | with your praise,* 

 and with your glory | all the day. 

 

Epistle Revelation 14:1–5 
 1Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who 

had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven 

like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound 

of harpists playing on their harps, 3and they were singing a new song before the throne and before 

the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who 

had been redeemed from the earth. 4It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for 



they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from 

mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are 

blameless. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  

 
  

 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and 

his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”16Then Herod, when 

he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male 

children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time 

that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet 

Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn of the Day #969 Sweet Flowerets of the Martyr Band 

 

 



 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77, alt. 
Tune: Daniel Vetter, d. 1721 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  
     Brianne Graft (daughter inlaw of Kim and Gina)  
     Joel Chancellor (DoRena’s uncle), Heather Hawke (DoRena’s cousin) 
     Jenny Peterson (friend of Cheryl Louison),  Kenneth Werling,  James DeFrain 
     Megan Dunham,  Dan Bush (stepfather of Chad Dunham) 
     Grace Anderson (friend of Macie Saalfrank with brain tumor) 
     Lisa Imbody (Layne Fisher’s sister)  
     Hazel Krenzke (granddaughter of Dan and Sue Buchinger)   
     Brittany (Conrad) Clausius  
     Elaine Scallon (cousin of Loren Dathe battling cancer) 
     Carla Wiederhold (cousin of Otto Clausen battling cancer) 
     Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
For those who have passed before us:  family of Norma Jean Uffelman  
We pray for our expectant mothers     Hannah Stuckwisch,  Makena Graham  
                                                  Kaitlin (Meyer) Blair, Reese Springer, Lillyan Laley 
We pray for our members shut-in: 
     Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Norwin and Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers 
We pray for all military personnel   

 

Offering 
 

Offertory 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament pg. 160 
Preface 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 



 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 
Distribution Hymns #365 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 



 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838–1921 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

#367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 



 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#381 Let Our Gladness Have No End 

 

 

 



 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 3–4): tr. unknown, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Vincent Pisek, 1859–1930 
Text and tune: Bohemian, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

#383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

Benediction 

 

 
 



Closing Hymn #412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 
Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name  
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Please take a moment to sign one of the register books located in each of 
the church foyers.  If you would like to be contacted by the pastor or an elder, then please take a 
moment to fill out one of the green cards on the narthex tables and give it to an elder or drop it in 
the offering collection plate. Please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to others in  
attendance and feel free to worship with us again. Thank you! 
 

 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching  Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Celebrant Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Vicar Sem. Charles McLain 
Fieldworker Sem. Brandon Streeks 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Bruce Werling 
Elders on Duty   Bruce Meyer and Steve Conrad  
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Organist Emilie Meyer 
Acolytes Alex Fuhrmann and Lucas Werling 
Crucifer Alex Fuhrmann 
Altar Guild Chairman  Cheryl Louison and Deann Oliver 
Ushers                       Travis Avey, Jeff Gresley, Dean Scheuann 
 Peyton Laley, Gavin Laley, Kyle Patrick, Aaron Anthony 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY                         9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                       NO          Adult Bible Class or Sunday School   
                                      11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
MONDAY                       NO SCHOOL Dec. 22 – Jan. 4           
                                         NO          Handbell Choir Practice 
WEDNESDAY               NO         Chapel Service         
                                         NO          Catechesis Class  
                                       7:00 p.m.   New Year’s Eve Service 
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.   Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                         NO          Adult Bible Class – Sunday School  
                                     11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)                    
  

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                 260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                                      260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers   616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                   260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                  260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian
mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


Please join us for WORSHIP:  New Year’s Eve Service on December 31st at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2026 Offering Envelopes   Please plan to pick up your box from the tables in the north 
hallway.  Boxes should be in alphabetical order.  Please contact the church office if you have 
any questions.  Thank you    
 
WIDOWS GROUP EVENT – The next Widows Group will be on Sunday, January 11th at 
noon.  We will be having an Epiphany potluck in the fellowship hall with card games 
afterwards.  Contact Gail Werling for more information.   
 
VISUAL FAITH MINISTRY WORKSHOP | TUES, JAN 13 from 6-8pm 
Join us as we explore the practice of Scripture Scribing. Create an accordion tag book to 
record verses about living in Christ. All supplies are provided but feel free to bring your 
favorite adhesive, paper trimmer and beverage. Please RSVP by Jan 9 to reserve your spot!  
https://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry   Contact Deann Oliver with questions 616-894-
0144 
 
CHEESE BALLS – The youth still have homemade cheese balls available in the 
Fellowship Hall kitchen freezer.  $7.00 each or 3 for $20.  Please see Deaconess Boehm or a 
youth member.   
 
PULLED PORK FOR SALE -  1 lb. package for $5.00 each from Women of Bethlehem.   
 
SCRIP  –  Please be sure to check out our new scrip certificate order sheet and ordering 
dates posted on the bulletin board.  For questions or for placing an order, please contact 
Mariah Trammel at 260-267-1614, our PTL representative. 
 

Offering December 21, 2025                         Financial Report       
  Average weekly need $14,000             Home Fund Balance  $36,418.28 

Home Fund Env.        $6,559.86                     Next week’s bills due:  $15,000 

Synod                                             Bills due two weeks:  $5,000 

Loose                439.26    Savings Account Balance $20,140.22 

Scholarship Fund                   Borrowed from Savings: $42,880        

Sunday School                  5.25      Operating Loan Balance $30,000  

Improvement Fund         100.00              Borrowed from Op Loan  $0.00 

Endowment Fund                  

Organ Fund               Church Attendance 

Fellowship Hall Rent       90.00    Sunday 186/145 

Wednesday Advent        902.75    Christmas Eve 195 

               Total           $8,097.12    Christmas Day 152/111 

https://blcsossian.org/visual-faith-ministry


  



            

        

 

 
 



 



 



 



 


