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with the event! Thank you to Jerry Springer for an awesome meal

¥ - d to our entertainer Michael Carluccio. A special thank you to all
" the donors. The funds raised will go to helping with school projects.
Thank you to ALL and hope to see you next year!

CALENDAR DECEMBER 2024 DECEMBER BIR THDAYS

Fri [Sat| Dec. 2 Annabelle Fuhrmann
Dec. 5 Anna Haiflich
Dec. 12 Violet Nahrwold

Dec. 2 WOB Children’s Luncheon Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu

Dec. 6 Roller Skating Party
Dec. 10 Board of Education Meeting

Dec. 18 Children’s Christmas Service Dec. 13 Emma Campbell
Dec. 20 End of 1st Semester 8 9 10| 11 12 | 13 | 14| Dec. 23 Eliana Leamon
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 Winter Break

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service 15| 16 |17 18| 19 | 20 | 21

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service AT e T
' 22| 23 | 24| 25 | 26 | 27 |28 muﬁ@&’

Dec. 31 New Year's Eve Service

29 | 30
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CHURCH/SCHOOL DUMPSTER- In recent months, we have been receiving overage charges
for over filling the trash dumpster. These fees can be quite substantial, and we are looking at ways

to reduce the amount of items going in the dumpster. While it is nice to have the option to dump
things in there that ate not church/school related, we ask that we all refrain from using the dump-
ster for things not related to the church/school. For any questions, please contact the trustees.

THANK YOU from the Washington DC Group for the tremendous support of alu-
minum can donations! We want to remind you that if you do not want to bring them
to school, Jay Werling has a matching trash collection can at this residence. It is locat-
ed under the awning of the red barn. 4126 E 800 N.

Everyone is invited to attend the PTL Skating Party on Friday, De-
cember 6th from 4-6 pm at the West Park Skating Rink in Hunting-
ton. There is no cost for this event except for food and drink. PTL
will be paying the cost. Please plan to attend for a fun evening
with family and friends!

& Xk

Please welcome our new student:

Gabriel Gardner who is in 3td grade and
' excited to be here!

Gabriel lives with his mother, Mary
Blackman and older brother and sistet.

Parents may access the new church and school web-
site at https://blcsossian.org/ There you will find
shortcuts to the student and parent dashboards.
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Bethlehem basketball
schedulel

MonDec?2 Basketball(Gifs Junior Varsiy)  Hertan Christan Sehoo S6  G00PM  Haan Chisan School Avay
MonDec2 Baskethal (Boys Junior Varsty)  Harlan Christian Sehool S6  T45PM Hadan Chistin School Ay
MonDecd Baskethal(Gi Junior Varsity) Zion Lutheran SchoolDecatur 56 SO0PW  Bethichem Lutheran School (Bethiehem Lutheran School)  Home

MonDec Baskethall (Boys Varsity ZionLutheran SchookDecatr ~ SG 6:15PM Bethlehem Lutheran School (Bethighem Lutheran School)  Home
ThuDec 12 Basketall(Gifs Juior Varsiy)  Srd4th Grade Girs $6  530PM  Humfingion Catoic School Away

SatJan 1t Baskeball Boys Varsiy) Huntington Catholic Schoo T G00AM  Hunfinglon Catholic School Avay
Fridan17 Basketball (Boys Varsity Bethlehem Lutheran School T 330PM  Bethichem Lutheran School (Bethlehem Lutheran Schoof) Home

Satdan18 Baskethall (Boys Varsity) Bethlehem Lutheran Schoo! T TBD Bethichem Lutheran School (Bethlehem Lutheran Schoof)  Home
ToeJan21 Baskeball (Boys Varsit) St Petermmantel Lutheran School 56 S:30PH St Petermmanuel Lutheran Schoal Away
Frian2d  Basketball (Gils Junior Varsity) Bethlehem Lutheran School T TBD Bethighem Lutheran School (Bethlehem Lutheran Schoof)  Home
SatJan25 Basketball(Gils Junior Varsity) - Bethlehem Lutheran School TBD Bethighem Lutheran School (Bethiehem Lutheran School)  Home
FriJan3t  Basketball (Boys Junlor Varsity) Bethiehem Lutheran School TBD Bethichem Lutheran School (Bethlehem Lutheran School)  Home
SatFeb1  Basketball (Boys Junlor Varsity) Bethiehem Lutheran Schoal TBD Bethlehem Lutheran School (Bethiehem Lutheran School)  Home
FriFeb7  Baskethall(Girl Varsity) Bethlehem Lutheran School TED Bethichem Lutheran School (Bethlehem Lutheran School)  Home
SatFeh  Baskethall Girls Varsity) Bethlehem Lutheran School T80 Bethiehem Lutheran School (Bethlehem Lutheran School)  Home

[ S S —

School Gym Use after school hours — Before using the school gym after school
houts, please be sure to contact out current Athletic Directot, Brandon Schumm.

Please call or text him at 260-273-7403 to make arrangements. Thank you

With Gradelink you can stay updated on your child's academic progress at school and get information on upcoming assignments such as
assignment descriptions and due dates. The following information is available to you when you log in to Gradelink:

e  Current Grade in each class

e  Current GPA for the term, if applicable

s Descriptions, Grades, and Teacher Comments for graded assignments ‘@ G rade| i n k
e  Descriptions and Due Dates for upcoming assignments v‘ Student Information Systen:t
e Assignment handouts or documents (attachments)

e Email Alerts you can configure for grades and attendance

e  Attendance Information

e Transcript Information, if applicable

o Billing Information, online payment for tuition and lunch fees

To access this information go to www.gradelink.com and click on the green Log In button.

PLEASE CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE IF YOU NEED ANY HELP logging in.
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Weather permitting the students will be going outside for recess time.
Please have your child dress appropriately for the weather.

Potential delays and cancellations for Bethlehem will follow the
same as Northern Wells Community Schools.

NO SCHOOL—Bethlehem will be closed December 23-January 3 for

Winter Break. School resumes on Monday, January 6th.

Potential delays and cancellations for Bethlehem will follow the same as North-
ern Wells Community Schools. Sign up for text alerts at www.wane.com/text-alerts.
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. Holiday Worship Schedule: Please join us for Wednesday evening Advent Divine Services &
1 T . gy . e
o3 beginning December 4% at 7:00 pm. The Youth Group will be providing a light supper be- &
:-;- fore each of the Advent Services beginning at 6 pm The Children’s Christmas Service will :-,;-
# be held on Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00 pm. The Christmas Eve Service on December %
0 . . 0
:»;» 24th 2t 7:00 p.m. and Christmas Day Service on December 25™ at 9:00 a.m. New Yeat’s Eve :-;p
i* Service on December 315t at 7:00 p.m. "«
@ i
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| t
the Match

A Northeast Indiana Matching Gift Challenge

Attention All New Donors: | Jiecemimcnseue =20

chanpes tves N rmokes M possilble for
9 5 - MNor theast Pndapres children in need
Discover the joy of giving through A ey e G

where they ¢ on be hrvowwn and chart

the SGO progran.
o rvew prath for their Gvvs We foel
st to =3 >
For the calendar year 2024, arvy gift from a ::“.‘n.:,,-.::.:t::l c;:.::n:::'::u
new donor. or a new business, Including sole the good *

proprietorships. LLCs, and incorporated
businesses, to one of the 22 schools in ouwr
family of schoois in Northeast indiana would

1o 81 reerwy oo v

be matched $1 for $1 up to $10.000 for an ’ - el I
asccumulated total of $75.000. Gifts from lapsed feec farisirg seale
donors (3 or more years since their last gift) o B’

will aliso be considered for this match.
This is a first-received, first-matched basis. AR SRt Wit

.y
fﬂ%’ e ren £ Pt wgs Vo
< = % L O piry urisess

Fonr are me rormriaile e
Totel of $75 N3

WY Give: Receive a S0% credit (o reduce oF
eliminate your Indlans State tBxes

HOW o Glivae: Donate o The Lutheran SGO via check.
card. stock. PayPal. (RAs, ot Donor Advised Funds.

Yoo support will @ensure that Ffamitlaes in Northesst
Indians will receive » guality, Christian education.

For more iInformations, CoOntact s at:
Call: 260-203--450%
Ermail: info@iutheranSGO org
Visit: LutheranSGO.org
LULITHHERAN

SCHOILARSHIP
GRANTING ORGANIZATION
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Sign up today!
Shop at Kroger and help Bethlehem Lutheran School tuition assistance fund with the Kroger
Community Rewards Program.

Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com, be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy
and register your card with Bethlehem Lutheran School as your organization for the reward.

The NPO number for Bethlehem is WG595#.
If you don't have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer service desk.

& communitviE.
frewards

Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use the phone number that is related to their registered
card when shopping for each purchase to count.

- 1O redeem Box Top products, you will need to download the
°'?$j‘ Box Tops app on your phone and then scan each receipt that
MERY contains your Box Tops products.  KEEP ON SCANNING!

PLAN TO USE SCRIP FOR ALL YOUR SHOPPING NEEDS This year we would like to
encourage all of our church and school families to purchase scrip products online
= —— www.raiseright.com. Please see the flyer attached to this newsletter for infor-
‘shopiorgiftcards | mation on how to create your own account through Raise Right using Bethle-
esmvronmamon | hem’s enrollment code noted on the attached flyer. Physical cards, ecards and
reloadable cards are all available for your purchase and can be sent directly to
@ RaissRght | your home. As you purchase cards online you can also accumulate a percentage
~ | of profit to be applied to your child’s tuition. Be sure to login regularly to find
bonus percentages! Thank you to the church congregation and school families

for supporting the Scrip Program.

SCRIP FOR THE HOLIDAYS — We have now switched to online orders only. Please be sure to

place your personal orders at the scrip table, on www.RaiseRight.com ot contact our coordinatot
Melissa Price at 260-433-5307 by Sunday, December 15th to receive them by Christmas. The general

Bethlehem Scrip gift certificates will be replaced by Visa Gift Cards. Thank you for your suppott.

Please save your newspapers, catalogs, magazines, junk
mail, old phone books, office/school papers and hard/soft
cover books. Along with cereal type boxes (NO CARD-
BOARD). Bring your recycled paper to school and dispose
of it in our “PaperGator” located right next to the trash
dumpster in the front parking area of the school.

The recycling company pays us by the ton so the more you feed our Gator,
the more funds we can collect!
If you need help with large amounts, please call the school § T

RECYCLING

office and we will make arrangements to help you. Sty
Please spread the word to all your family and friends. :

Our Washington D.C. group appreciates your support. s

2B1-4502

Embracing, Nurturing, and Equipping Christ’s Children for Life
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e s 2nd Quarter Chapel Offering Project:
Food Drive for the Seminary
b2 This quarter we are supporting the Food Co-op at the
Seminary in Fort Wayne. They help the families of
seminary students provide for their needs while these
students are preparing to serve the church as pastors and deacon-
esses. These students and their families sacrifice a lot for the sake of
the Gospel, so the seminary co-op is an invaluable resource for these
future servants of the church.
Along with our weekly Wednesday Chapel offerings, we will be col-
lecting the following items:
Oct 7 - 18 Canned Goods
Oct 28 - Nov 8 Personal Hygiene Items
Nov 11 - 22 Boxed Food
Dec 2 - 20 Paper Products and Snack Foods
Miscellaneous items that can be donated at anytime are:

Over the counter medicine and baking goods

Christmas Light

SWLE
(o)) @ Jim Gaffigan, the comedian, has noticed how backward our Christmas traditions can
M) seem: “Okay... Chop down that tree and bring it inside. Then take all these lights
ofl and put them outside.” We laugh because in the hassle of setting up the tree and
putting lights on the house who hasn’t thought, “Why am 1 doing this?!” But we do
it, and once it’s all up, the sight of a Christmas tree in the window or lights twinkling
in the darkness brings warmth to our hearts and cheers our spirits.

The deeper reason behind these traditions shines into our lives as we cele-
brate the birth of the Child who brought light and life into our dark world. The first chapter of St. John's
Gospel tells us, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it... The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” The little Lord Jesus, born in Bethlehem, is the
Light of the world. So as we enjoy our Christmas lights at this darkest time of year we are reminded of His
light that cannot be overcome by the darkness of sin, death, or sorrow. And the Christmas tree, beautifully
decorated and topped with a star or an angel, reminds us of another tree, on which the Lord Jesus died.
That tree was not green, but it was beautifully decorated with His blood. There was no bright shining star
or angel, but the message of the cross is still shared with all people. For all who dwell in darkness, the
Good News of Jesus is a light that brings forgiveness and life.

I hope you enjoy decorating your homes, stringing up the lights, and gathering around the Christ-
mas tree. ] hope you and your family find delight in these traditions. And I hope the Christmas tidings of
comfort and joy will shine in your life this year and for many more to come.

Merry Christmas!
Your servant in Christ,
Rev. Anthony Dodgers
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Tales for Tigers
From the Bethlehem School Library

| recently heard someone describe this time of year as “Book Season.” Of course, every
season is for books, but when the daylight hours and temperatures wane, it's the ideal time
for a cozy blanket and a stack of stories. We have many family favorites we read every

year, many we read aloud as a family.

One old favorite, now new in the school library, is “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas.” Many of us enjoy the animated cartoon every year, but there
is something especially charming about reading the original aloud.

TIGER

(Maybe see who in your family can do the best Boris Karloff impression!)

=
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We also have Tasha Tudor's Christmas Book, “Take Joy!" which is a compilation of classic
stories, poems, and carols, all charmingly illustrated. At a glance many students may find
it too old fashioned or intimidating, but it would be a perfect volume for families to enjoy

together.

The poem below, an excerpt from Kenneth Grahame’s “The Wind in the Willows” is part of the collection. We
hope you find something, old or new, to enjoy reading during the Advent and Christmas seasons.

CAROL

Villagers all, this frosty tide,

Let your doors swing open wide,
Though wind may follow, and snow beside,
Yet draw us in by your fire to bide;

Joy shall be yours in the morning!

Here we stand in the cold and the sleet,
Blowing fingers and stamping feet,
Come from far away you to greet—

You by the fire and we in the street—
Bidding you joy in the morning!

For ere one half of the night was gone,
Sudden a star has led us on,
Raining bliss and benison—

Bliss to-morrow and more anon,
Joy for every morning!

Goodman Joseph toiled through the snow—
Saw the star o'er a stable low;
Mary she might not further go—
Welcome thatch, and litter below!
Joy was hers in the morning!

And then they heard the angels tell
"Who were the first to cry NOWELL?
Animals all, as it befell,
In the stable where they did dwell!
Joy shall be theirs in the morning!’

) Chriglimay
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Talented Tigers

Creative Arts Dance Company Presents

" Tiger Jonah Bultemeier, and
many other local dancers, will
be performing excerpts from
The Nutcracker baliet.

O\M
The Shi s
December 7th, 3:00 pm

%5 Adrission at the Door
Creative Arts Auditorium
428'S Gak St
Biuffton. IN

Many Tigers are in the cast of “The Best
Bz Christmas Pageant Ever” presented by Cre-
BEST 2 ative Arts Theater in Bluffton.
The ¥gsEs¥ Christmas Alex Fuhrmann
Pageant Ever Annabelle Fuhrmann
Savannah Fuller

Emma Schueler

Performances Ginny Wirgau
betarhar fa 7.00pin Jude Wirgau
o Emma Wirgau
... and a couple of other familiar faces.

By Barbara Robinson

Admission: $15

260-824 5222 [BFRE
Creative Arts Auditorium Fi A8
428 S Dak St, Blutfton, IN 9] 2

Library Purpose
The purpose of the library is to supplement classroom learning and provide motivation for reading enjoyment. Visiting the school library helps
students learn the basics of library use and etiquette.

Circulation Polici
Kindergarten students may have a maximum of one book checked out, loaned for one week.
1st - 8th grade students may have a maximum of two books checked out, loaned for two weeks.

Books may be renewed a maximum of two times (i.e., three weeks for Kindergarten students, six weeks for other students) and
i i i . If a book is not returned by its due date, fines will accrue at a rate of $0.25 per item per

week.
Due dates and a maximum checkout exceptions may be made for book reports,
research reports, and other classroom assignments, at the discretion of teachers and/or librarians.

Lost or Damaged Books

Parents will be notified when a book is overdue. If an overdue item is not returned within four weeks after parents are notified (or by the library
deadline at the end of the school year) the item will be considered lost and a replacement fee will be charged. A handling fee of $5.00 will be
added to the cost of the book replacement.

Librarians should be notified of any damage that occurs to a library book. If a

damaged item needs to be replaced due to inappropriate handling or accident (i.e. water damage), a replacement fee may be charged. A han-
dling fee of $5.00 will be added to the cost of the book replacement.




NOT-S50-NIGE BIBLE STORIES

P V] 0oLz schoow GirLs | (@ N ASTER

DECEMBER 18

| COULD EAT YOU UP

8TH
6:30 Christmas Party | P November, we went to
18TH gky zone for a fun
Children’s Christmas Service .
22ND evening event.
NONE Christmas Break

El"".El DEACONESS DISCUSSION

ENDURE LJ 24 CHRISMONS FOR FELLOWSHIP
| NOV

HALL TREE

hy fldvent ‘Devotions

Don’t forget to pick up your copy of the Advent
Devotions. Each family should have received a copy
already but if you would like more please let the
school secretary know. There is a digital version
available as well.

(Front caver pieces drawn by Seventh & Eighth Grade students & Gabriel)

fldvent Devotiona



i On December 6th, the High
B School students are invited to
attend the “City of Churches

After will have supper at a VAdvent Suppers: 4th, 11th, 18th
local restaurant. 6TH

o City of Churches Tour
B Ghaeseaballs R A4
. Thank you to everyone for another 6:30 Christmas Party
: successful year! 18TH

Leah & Children’s Christmas Service
Rachel 22ND
NONE Christmas Break

CHRISTMAS PARTY
DECEMBER1

Lutheran Women

EQUIPPING SAINTS 9 hiisen

TO SERVE( Eﬁ 3&‘{8%‘235'%?Qarﬁﬁa”;?%%ﬁﬁi“‘e

Several Bethlehem members ar

| g@ DQk &l/%@ characters in the Creative Arts
| ‘ Theatre play for “The Best

WILL BE MEETING AT CRIMSON HOUSE Christmas Pageant Ever”. There
are several times/days availablg

to watch.

ON SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 AT 8:00AM
HE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER e o (eI bvin 2l
BY BARBARA ROBINSON theatres.

Adult Fellowship Group

The purpose of this group is to provide fellowship among those widowed, single,
homebound and in need of companionship.

Mon. Dec.2 9am FRUIT BASKETS
Fellowship Hall

Sun. Dec. 8 Noon CHRISTMAS PARTY
Pizza. cards. & aames in the fellowshian hall



HEALTH & WELLNESS

Grie'l? oeu,rihg tﬁe MMS

The holiday season is here, and with it comes a focus on family, traditions, social events, and cheer—all
of which can cause difficult emotions to surface. Whether this is the first, second, or tenth holiday after
your loved one’s death, the emotions that may arise in the days ahead can blindside you.

Separation by death affects us greatly and the grieving process can take a long, long time. While the
passage of time may lessen the pain, its impact will be with you for many years. There are steps in the
grieving process, and they often run a more circular course than a linear one. The ache of loneliness and
grief are frequently more intense during significant times of the year, such as birthdays, anniversaries,
holidays, and the date of the person's death. Because these days hold so many memories, both good
and bad, our sadness is especially painful. Please know that feeling “empty” during such times is normal,
understandable, and to be expected, even for Christians.

One of the most helpful ways to walk this journey of grief is to be with others who can respect your
feelings, offer compassion, and honor their memory. As Christians, we take comfort in Jesus Christ,
whose death and resurrection opens to us the way of everlasting life. And we look forward to the time
when God promises to wipe away every tear and “there will be no more death or mourning or crying or

pain” (Rev. 21:4 NIV).

Jesus championed for us the combination of faith and grief as He mourned over the death of Lazarus,
wept and prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, and faithfully suffered for hours on the cross for the sins
of the world. We can take comfort in knowing that Jesus has experienced all of our pain, including loss,
rejection, betrayal, and death. Although we may feel weary and carry the heavy burden of loss, our hope
in Jesus allows us to rejoice. At His birth, the world broke forth into a new day. In the city of David, a
Savior was born to carry all of our pain one day to Calvary. This is our great hope at Christmas—Jesus,
who came to earth as a baby and died on the cross in our place, will one day return. A glorious morn is
coming when there will be no more tears, pain, loneliness, or despair.

Snippets of article taken from Grieving a Significant Loss from the Lutheran Witness by Theresa M. Shaltanis, M.A., L.P.C.
& CPH BLOG Walking through Loss during the Holidays by Monica Kegley

HELPFUL WEBSITES

TIPS TO HELP GRIEF SHARE
. o HOLIDAYS.GRIEFSHARE.ORG
5 MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA

o HTTPS://WWW._MHANATIONAL . ORG/BEREAVEMENT-

e IT' S COMPLETELY OKAY TO SAY,
CAN’ T DO THAT THIS YEAR.
ACKNOWLEDGING 1T 1S DIFFICULT
WHEN TRADITIONS CHANGE, EVENTS AND-GRIEF

ARE DRAINING, AND SIGHTS, LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

SMELLS, SONGS ARE TRIGGERING. THE LUTHERAN FOUNDATION

(cPH BOOK) HOPE WHEN YOUR o LOOKUPINDIANA.ORG

HEART BREAKS: NAVIGATING GRIEF o OFFERS RESOURCES AND HELP FOR ALL AGES
AND LOSS BY MICHAEL W, NEWMAN CROSS CONNECTIONS COUNSELING

o CONTACT PASTOR WIRGAU FOR MORE INFO
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EARN
$1,000+
per year

Experience the right way

to fundraise

Gift card fundraising is the best way to raise money. Buy gift cards from your favarite
hrands to earn on your daily purchases. It's never been easier to create opportunities
for what matters most to you. No extra money spent. No extra ime wasted.

How it works

You buy a gift card The brand gives back Your organization earns
You get the full value. No extra money comes Impacting what
out of your pocket. matters most to you.

ShOp 750+ popular brands “It's super convenient. All | need to

go shopping is my phone—I don’t
even need credit cards or my purse.
I'm going to pay for these things
anyway, | love being able to use gift
cards so we get something in return.”

Getting your morning coffee. Doing DIY projects around the house.
Ordering takeout. Conveniently raise money by doing everyday things.

AN

[P amazon @:w:l:lﬁ STARBUCKS® S

N &

jen H., eamns for hockey

Get started by downloading the RaiseRight™ app on your phone or go to on your computer.

For step-by-step instructions, visit &

Enter our organizations enrollment code: 43A1F7851441
Link your bank account to enroll in online payments and place your first order.

For questions, contact our coordinator: Melissa Price at 260-433-5307

vhe merchants represented are not sponsors or otherwise affiliated with RaiseRight'™. ihe logos and other identifying

@ RQ |seR'g ht_ marks used are trademarks of and owned by each represented company and/or its affillates. Please visit the company’s
website for additional terms and conditions. © 2024 RatseRight
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