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Processional Hymn #663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 



punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 151 
Introit (sung responsively with the choir)  

 

The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with | singing;* 

 everlasting joy shall be up- | on their heads. 

They shall obtain glad- | ness and joy,* 

 and sorrow and sighing shall | flee away. 

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my days;* 

 let me know how fleeting | I am! 

Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths,                                                        

and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you.* 

 Surely all mankind stands as a | mere breath! 

And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?* 

 My hope | is in you. 

Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.* 

 Do not make me the scorn | of the fool! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with | singing;* 

 everlasting joy shall be up- | on their heads. 

They shall obtain glad- | ness and joy,* 

 and sorrow and sighing shall | flee away. 

Kyrie 

 



 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins which 

by reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your 

bountiful goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17–25 

17“Behold, I create new heavens 

 and a new earth, 

and the former things shall not be remembered 

 or come into mind. 
18But be glad and rejoice forever 

 in that which I create; 

for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 

 and her people to be a gladness. 
19I will rejoice in Jerusalem 

 and be glad in my people; 

no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 

 and the cry of distress. 
20No more shall there be in it 

 an infant who lives but a few days, 

 or an old man who does not fill out his days, 

for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 

 and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 



21They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They shall not build and another inhabit; 

 they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23They shall not labor in vain 

 or bear children for calamity, 

for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, 

 and their descendants with them. 
24Before they call I will answer; 

 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 

 the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 

 and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain,” 

says the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Response     “Lord Jesus think on Me” 
 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything 

written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 

the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will 

come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are 

not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, 

children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, 

but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, 

are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of 

faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 

obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or 

asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 

you are doing. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 



Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 

and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when 

the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with 

their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But at 

midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 

virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 

oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be 

enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they 

were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the 

marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, 

lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch 

therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 



     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of continued strength and healing 
     Ned Peterson (Grandfather of Vicar Phillips in Hospice)  
     Dale Meyer, Gail Werling, Garrett Werling  
     Bryce Bowman, Ron Whitesel, Sandy Avey 
     Ellie Anderson (friend of Sarena Wirgau) 
     Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys) 
     Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister) 
In time of death:  friend and family of Tom Black (father of Ed Black) 
Marriage blessing:  Alec and Kaitlin (Meyer) Blair were wed on Saturday, Nov. 23rd in Avon, IN 
We pray for our expectant mothers:  Lynae Laley, Danielle Campbell, Amelia Phillips,  
                                                 Reese Springer, Allie Nahrwold, Wendy Boehm, Destiny Laley 
We pray for protection: Pastor and Mrs. Moehring’s son Stephen in Israel. 
We pray for our members shut-in: 



     Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
     Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
     Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
     Charlotte Bultemeier (StoryPoint West) 
     Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
     Norwin and Martha Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 
We pray for our Church, School and all her workers 
We pray for all military personnel 
 
Offering 

 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament pg. 160 
Preface 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 

Distribution Hymns #619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
 #620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 
 #515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 #873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
 #336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 



Benediction 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn #337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching / Celebrant Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Vicar Sem. Morgan Phillips  
Fieldworker Sem. Brandon Streeks 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Glen Werling 
Elders on Duty   Glen Werling and Bruce Werling 
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Organist Emilie Meyer 
Choir Adult Choir 
Acolytes Jonah Bultemeier and Lucas Werling 
Crucifer Jude Wirgau 
Altar Guild Chairman Tisha Laley and Cheryl Louison 
Ushers Todd Ottinger, Ethan Ottinger, Landon Geiger 
 Jay Werling, Collin Laley, Kaden Laley  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TODAY                         9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                       10:30 a.m.      Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
          11:30 a.m.     Voter’s Assembly Meeting 
                                       11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
  NO SCHOOL November 25-29 
MONDAY                     7:00 p.m.      Handbell Choir Practice  
WEDNESDAY             5:30 p.m.       Adult Catechesis Class  
        7:00 p.m.      Spoken Divine Service  
                                       7:30 p.m.      Adult Choir Practice 
THURSDAY                 9:00 a.m.     Thanksgiving Matins Service  
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.      Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                      10:30 a.m.      Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
                                      11:30 a.m.      Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)   
   
 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                 260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                                      260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster Rev. Anthony Dodgers               616-648-6489 
Kantor Mr. Richard Brinkley                                   260-705-4105 
Deaconess Wendy Boehm                                                     260-415-8526 
Vicar Morgan Phillips       605-391-4770 

Website for Church and School:  www.blcsossian.org  

mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.blcsossian.org/


WE WELCOME ALL VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the name 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  We ask that you please complete a green visitor’s card from the pew and 
place it in the offering plate. Also, please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to others in 
attendance and feel free to worship with us again.  
 
THANKSGIVING MATINS SERVICE – Please join us Thursday, November 28th at 9:00am 
 
VOTER’S ASSEMBLY MEETING- TODAY - Sunday, November 24th at 11:30 a.m.   
 
THANK YOU - The Women of Bethlehem want to again thank everyone who attended and helped 
at the Holiday Bazaar. After expenses our profit for the dinner is $3,401.39. 
 
Vicar and Seminarian Christmas Gifts – We will start collecting Christmas gifts for Vicar Morgan 
Phillips and Seminarian Brandon Streeks on November 17th – December 1st.  A collection box will be 
available.  Gift cards can be placed in the LWML mailbox located in the church office or given to 
Judy Moehring.  Thank you  
 
BASKETS FOR SHUT-INS -   Fruit baskets for the shut-ins will be made on Monday, December 
2nd at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Please consider volunteering to put these baskets together.  
Our members really appreciate them.  We will also need drivers to deliver these baskets and visit with 
our members.  Contact Dalene Springer if you can help.  Thank you  
 
THANK YOU from the Washington DC Group for the tremendous support of aluminum can 
donations!  We want to remind you that if you do not want to bring them to school, Jay Werling has 
a matching trash collection can at this residence.  It is located under the awning of the red barn. 4126 
E 800 N. 

CHURCH/SCHOOL DUMPSTER-  In recent months, we have been receiving overage charges 
for over filling the trash dumpster.  These fees can be quite substantial, and we are looking at ways to 
reduce the amount of items going in the dumpster.  While it is nice to have the option to dump 
things in there that are not church/school related, we ask that we all refrain from using the dumpster 
for things not related to the church/school.  For any questions, please contact the trustees. 

BOOK CLUB: "The Best Christmas Pageant Ever" by Barbara Robinson. About the book: In this 
hilarious Christmas classic, a couple struggling to put on a church Christmas Pageant is faced with 
casting the Herdman kids-probably the most inventively awful kids in history. You won't believe the 
mayhem-and the fun-when the Herdmans collide head-on with the story of Christmas! We will meet 
Saturday, December 7th at 8:00am at Crimson House to discuss the book.  
 
 
 
 



Lutheran Special Education Ministries is looking for a part-time resource room teacher position 
at Bethlehem Lutheran School in Ossian IN.  Applicants must hold a current Indiana Teaching 
License and have a special education certification/endorsement.  Interested applicants looking for 
more information or wishing to submit a resume are asked to contact Richard Schumacher at (734) 
748-5253 or email him at rschumacher@luthsped.org.   
 
Northeast Indiana March for Life-Join Right to Life of Northeast Indiana on Saturday, January 
18th for the March for Life in downtown Fort Wayne. Unite with thousands of pro-life advocates 
from our region to show that you support life from conception to natural death. The March for 
Life is an annual pro-life rally held near the anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
legalizing abortion in Roe v. Wade. The pre-march Rally will take place at Tincaps Stadium, 1301 
Ewing St, Fort Wayne, IN. Doors open at noon, and the rally will begin at 12:30 pm. The March will 
start after the Rally. Learn more at www.ichooselife.org/march or call our office at 260-471-1849 
. 
Emmaus Cookie Fair  Mark your calendar for the annual Cookie Fair at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
8626 Covington Road, on Saturday, December 14, 2024, from 9:00 a.m. – Noon.  A wonderful variety of 
homemade Christmas cookies, fudge, and other favorite Christmas treats will be sold for $8.00 per 
pound.  These homemade goodies make a wonderful gift and an easy way to do your last minute 
“Christmas baking!”  Free decorative tins will be available to make “gift wrapping” easy!  In addition to the 
Christmas treats, we’ll have Rada Cutlery, a variety of homemade jams & jelly, and kitchen hand towels 
available to purchase.  Come get some delicious homemade goodies and enjoy a complimentary cup of 
coffee or hot chocolate! 
  

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 
 
Offering November 17, 2024                         Financial Report       
Average weekly need $13,818            Home Fund Balance $13,073.58 

Home Fund Env.      $10,152.40       Next week bills due:  $18,000 

Synod                                65.15       Bills due two weeks:  $14,000 

Loose    235.25  Savings Account Balance $46,162.26 

Scholarship Fund                "Note - $63,778 payment from savings account made  

Sunday School                10.52        to special Endowment fund per donor request"        

Improvement Fund          50.50   Borrowed from Savings: $26,300 

Endowment Fund                 Operating Loan Debt:  $25,900 

Music Fund                       Church/Communion Attendance  

School Tuition          16,294.86   Sunday  160/105 

Memorials                       75.00      Wednesday         22/18 
                    $26,883.68 
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RECITATION & PRAYER FOR SCHOOL AND HOME 
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

What are the Ten Commandments? 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox 

or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

What is the Apostles’ Creed? 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

• Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited. 

• A hymn may be sung. 

• Scripture Reading and Devotion Lesson 

• Prayers and Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 



Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of 

your household allows.  

Lutheran Service Book # 895 “Now Thank We All Our God” 

1. Now thank we all our God 

With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wonderous things has done, 

In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms 

Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

And still is ours today 

 

2. Oh, may this bounteous God 

Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

And blessed peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 

And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

In this world and the next! 

 

3. All praise and thanks to God 

The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 
 


